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Image: One of the United Conference organizers, Kaitlyn Thorimbert, in a moment of prayer during the in-person event on November 14, 2020. Photo by Laura Rice.
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2020 years years of FacetoFace Ministries
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AT A GLANCE FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS The FacetoFace staff has had an extraordinary year, and people have been eager to ask about it. 
Here are some of the most frequently asked questions: 

1. How have you sustained strong ministry during this time? 

2. How are you doing financially? 

God’s grace! The Lord has provided us with great staff who were 
able to seek His desires and pivot very quickly in March. We 
started leading various online events, like E3 Evenings, Ignite 
Reunions, and The WORD (Bible studies). These events were 
very well attended and bore great fruit. Though the events have 
looked different, God’s anointing has remained the same. We are 
very thankful for all He has done in the lives of many new and 
returning youth this spring, summer, and fall.  

Since becoming a registered charity in 2006, we have relied on 
monthly donations from many individuals and a few corporate 
sponsors primarily in western Canada, and they have been essen-
tial for our financial security. Our in-person events, which also 
generate needed income, were cancelled this spring and most 

COLM LEYNE
Youth Minister at 
St. Anne's Parish, 
Saskatoon

This was my first United as a Parish 
Youth Ministry Co-ordinator, attend-
ing with teens and families. It’s a 
privilege to see students I invited 
commit themselves in prayer in new 
ways and calling on the Holy Spirit 
to move in their lives. I was moved 
by a message a teen sent thanking 
me for inviting them. You don’t often 
get thank you notes in this business. 
It was a reminder of the power of 
invitation! Going forward, I'm hum-
bled to journey with them.

JULY 21 - 26, 2019
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS The FacetoFace staff has had an extraordinary year, and people have been eager to ask about it. 
Here are some of the most frequently asked questions: 

1. How have you sustained strong ministry during this time? 

3. What’s next? 4. How can I help?

God’s grace! The Lord has provided us with great staff who were 
able to seek His desires and pivot very quickly in March. We 
started leading various online events, like E3 Evenings, Ignite 
Reunions, and The WORD (Bible studies). These events were 
very well attended and bore great fruit. Though the events have 
looked different, God’s anointing has remained the same. We are 
very thankful for all He has done in the lives of many new and 
returning youth this spring, summer, and fall.  

Since becoming a registered charity in 2006, we have relied on 
monthly donations from many individuals and a few corporate 
sponsors primarily in western Canada, and they have been essen-
tial for our financial security. Our in-person events, which also 
generate needed income, were cancelled this spring and most 

of the fall. In turn, we have been able to offset that loss 
by receiving the government wage subsidy (CEWS). Thanks 
to our monthly donations and wage subsidy, we were able 
to continue paying our staff to do excellent ministry with 
very little deficit in 2020.  

After leading four great Ignite Camps this summer and a 
few retreats this fall, we understand the power of 30-per-
son events (currently the maximum number for public 
gatherings in Saskatchewan). In the future we plan to do 
more of them while continuing online ministry. Having a 
creative staff is a blessing, which allows us to do innova-
tive ministry while abiding by the public health regula-
tions. We have also adapted our school retreats and are 

excited to be back in schools as soon as we are able; we 
already have our winter and spring calendar fully booked 
and are waiting for the green light from the various school 
divisions.

We invite you to become an advocate for our ministry. 
You can let people know about the work we are doing 
and invite family, friends, and parishioners to participate 
in our events. We are always looking for more monthly 
donors as consistent income helps us to plan and build 
into the future. We have donors who give $10/month to 
more than $200/month, and we are extremely thankful 
for every single one of them. 

Annual 2-day conference-style event that serves to unite, support, and challenge youth and adults in 
Saskatoon, SK. 2019 Keynote Speakers: Ken Yasinski & Ryan Mitchell. Photo by Nick Pollett.

I also had a powerful experience of healing 
some emotional wounds, as well as being re-
newed by the Holy Spirit. Ken Yasinski's eve-
ning session really broke me in a new way to 
beg for God’s spirit to reign in my heart and 
bring a sense of renewal and healing that I 
didn’t realize how much I needed. The world 
of ministry can sometimes wear one down, 
and the news of scandal in our church can 
break one’s heart. However, by God's healing 
hand working through Ken’s talk, communal 
prayer experiences, and the sacraments, I 
left United confidently rejoicing and know-
ing that God continues to move and call us 
always to Himself.

2020...

44
61

105

Non-School 
Retreat events

School Retreats

Total events

+ 24,600
Total participants at 
events where F2F actively 
proclaimed the love of God 
and provided opportunities 
for people to respond!

80Active volunteers

750
Confirmation Retreat 
participants (youth/parents) 

E3 Meals, Weekends, & Mission13

161 days out of 
365 that F2F was 
leading events

44% 
of 2019

468
Sessions/
talks given 

62%
of work days 
were spent 
telling people 
about Jesus
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E3 meal
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E3 MISSION TO BLACK LAKE, SK
For the second consecutive year, FacetoFace Ministries brought a group of mature high school youth 
and young adults to Black Lake for the E3 Mission. The 8-day trek of over 2000kms there and back is 
designed to help us meet and get to know the Dene people, often through playing sports and sharing 
meals together. In addition, the team leads faith-based sessions reminding them, and ourselves, of the 
beauty of the Catholic Faith. 

“The experience of the E3 mis-
sion to Black Lake was altogether 
amazing, but the relationships built 
with the community of Black Lake 
and the whole FacetoFace team 
was  definitely  the  best  part.  The 
14-hour drive to Black Lake gave 
our team plenty of time to grow in 
communion. By the time we arrived 
in Black Lake we were strongly 
united and all the more able to 
enter deeply into community with 
the Dene people.  The time in Black 
Lake was very casual. We spent a lot 
of time playing sports, facilitating 
faith sessions, and spending time 
with the community. This trip was a 
good opportunity to not only share 
our faith through the sessions, but 
to live it during sports and activi-
ties with the community."
- Mathieu Edmondson

"I lived as a parish priest in that 
area for four years, so I was able to 
see how the people of Black Lake 
welcomed the team."
- Archbishop Murray Chatlain

"We spent time in prayer, sports, laugh-
ter, and shared life experiences. I feel 
blessed to have shared this time with 
the people of Black Lake and the team. 
My heart is full and my faith has grown. "
- Joan Lukan

9TH time leading 
annual Diocesan 
Youth Retreat @ 
Camp Homewood, 
Quadra Island, BC

Meals 
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BLACK LAKE, SK

12TH School Retreat 
of the year

15 20 26
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february

March

ROSTHERN 
RETREAT  

1

FacetoFace Ministries facilitates weekend 
youth events almost every month, from small 
parish youth retreats to large diocesan youth 
conferences.

Early 2020 started in this usual manner with the 
leading of the Diocesan Youth Retreat in the 
Diocese of Victoria in February on Quadra Island, 
B.C. We also facilitated a Parish Youth 
Retreat in Rosthern, SK, at the beginning of 
March. Both events went exceptionally well! 
FacetoFace has an amazing, equipped team of 
staff and volunteers that help with various minis-
tries like music, testimonies, and small groups. 

E3 MISSION TO BLACK LAKE, SK WEEKEND IN-PERSON 
YOUTH EVENTS 

"Facetoface Ministries, with a team of five peo-
ple, visited our Parish on March 1. We had 16 
youth there with a few adults, but the impact 
was massive! The youth that came were very 
engaged and had a lot of fun. The four peo-
ple I drove home talked about the fun songs, 
the competitive cooperative games, the way 
Jon explained God's covenants with His peo-
ple throughout the Bible, and the friendly and 
awesome staff.. My daughter and her friend were 
so inspired by the youth retreat that as soon as 
they got home they signed up for the Road Trip. 
This warmed my heart. I pray every day that my 
children come to know Jesus better."

   - Jennifer, Rosthern retreat  
                      parent volunteer

"The majority of the Mass 
was in Dene, so none of 
us understood the words, 
but it was my favourite 
because it became less 
about the words and 
more about the meaning 
behind them." 
- Yvette Chester

"I can truly say that although I came 
prepared to give, I received so much 
more. I am eagerly awaiting the oppor-
tunity to go to Black Lake again in the 
future." - Matthew Bentler

"Driving 14 hours north to spend a week with the Dene people 
of Black Lake was the best decision I've made this year. It was 
a week of frigid weather, frosted parkas, world-class bannock, 
and friendships, built over late-night volleyball. It was also a 
week of encountering God in a culture that allows much more 
space for silence and vulnerability than my own. I was honoured 
to get to know people who are resilient and hopeful, despite 
living through violence, addictions, and abuse. I was inspired 
by encountering people who seek God and excellence, and are 
fighting to pass their culture and language on to future genera-
tions, despite much hardship." 
  - Jenny Connelly

6,000 KMS of event 
travel reached in two 
months of 2020



E A R LY  S P R I N GConfirmation 
Retreat 

Lead worship at 
KofC Spiritual 
Enrichment 
weekend 

12 14

COVID-19 
restrictions are 
announced in 
Saskatoon

17

DAY OF PRAYER TO 
MAKE A PLAN FOR 
MINISTRY DURING 
COVID-19. Complete 

25

The Moment: Video 
Testimony 
Series launches 

5

I knew as I drove to the office on March 17, 2020 that 
it would be a memorable day, and not just for the 
green beer.   

The previous day we had our March Board of Directors 
meeting, which are scheduled quarterly, for FacetoFace 
Ministries. During  morning break, we learned schools in 
Saskatchewan were being closed and that life would soon 
look very different, especially for our ministry that typ-
ically thrives by leading in-person youth events. Now 
what? The Board decided to pray for and put their trust in 
our staff day of discernment that was already scheduled 
for the following day of March 17. 

After arriving at the office with nervous excitement, I 
blocked out our day and waited for everyone to arrive. Once 
all together, peace began to fill us as we knelt in the pres-
ence of the Lord before the Blessed Sacrament. We spent 
the morning asking God for guidance and inspiration, to-
gether and individually. By the end of the morning, we 
each had a list of potential needs of youth in this new 
circumstance and ideas of how to help fulfill them.  

THE PIVOT
What does an event-based Ministry do when COVID-19 cancels or restricts most events?

JON COURCHENE 
FacetoFace Executive Director

During the afternoon we compiled our lists 
and asked the Holy Spirit to give us a spirit of 
discernment. The excitement and volume in 
the room rose as we shared and dreamed to-
gether. There were more than enough oppor-
tunities before us. In the next few hours, the 
desires became clear and a plan was set in 
place for our ministry to help youth fulfill 
them. Everything pivoted and we took to 
learning what we would need for excellent 
online ministry!  

Throughout the spring we continued to evalu-
ate and discern the next steps including what 
the Lord was blessing in our many new on-
line initiatives. What a privilege it has been to 
witness youth continuing to give their lives to 
the Lord through online mediums.  

The Lord has always taken care of His min-
istry; 2020 is no exception. We continue to 
praise God in all circumstances.

March 16

pivot from what was already 
planned for the year. 



E A R LY  S P R I N GThe Moment: Video 
Testimony 
Series launches 

What does an event-based Ministry do when COVID-19 cancels or restricts most events?

26/27

Virtual Ignite 
Small Group 
Reunions

1 Million Hours 
Prayer Campaign 
launches 

The WORD 
Bible Study 
launches

Lunchroom Video 
Series launches

26 30 31

april

1st Online 
E3 Evening 

1st Online 
Depths Retreat 

2 7

6

1 MILLION HOURS
Prayer Campaign

THE MOMENT
Video Testimonies

THE DEPTHS
Online Retreat

THE LUNCHROOM
Online Challenges

E3 EVENINGS
Online Formation

The Word is a Bible Study 
where youth read a chapter 
of the Gospel each day and 
share what stood out to them 
on an online group chat. Many 
youth have developed a habit 
of reading Scripture and come 
to know the Lord and His 
Word better.

The Moment is a YouTube se-
ries where young adult leaders 
from FacetoFace share their 
testimony of how they came to 
know the Lord. New videos are 
posted monthly.

The Depths is a day of retreat 
facilitated online. Youth join 
a small community of 10-20 
others to have fun, learn a 
practical spiritual practice, and 
ultimately, to become better 
equipped to follow Jesus and 
become a saint.  

1 Million Hours is a prayer 
campaign in response to the 
COVID-19 crisis. A website 
(1millionhours.ca) tracks the 
number hours prayed. Through 
continual prayer, the current 
situation of the world is contin-
ually entrusted to the Lord.  

The Lunchroom is a YouTube 
competition series where Fac-
etoFace staff (and occasionally 
guests) compete in challenges, 
which are always accompanied 
by fun and laughter. New 
videos are posted monthly.  

E3 events help youth encoun-
ter Jesus, become equipped 
with tools for living the faith, 
and become empowered to 
be saints. At E3 Evenings, 
youth join a Zoom call to 
have fun, hear a talk, share 
discussion, pray together, 
and receive a challenge for 
growing in their faith.  

THE NEW EVENTS

85% of youth 
from 2019 joined

THE WORD
Bible Studies
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1,000TH prayer 
submission to 
1 Million Hours

   5TH 
published on YouTube 

Finish The WORD: Mark The WORD Finale 
Individual pizzas 
delivered to the winning 
group so they could have 
a virtual pizza party

I’m a minor Seminarian at the Seminary of Christ the 
King in Mission, B.C. I live, pray, study, and work at the 

seminary during the school year. My fellow Seminarians 
are like my brothers, and the monks who teach and guide 
us are like our fathers. When lock down was mandated, I 
transition ed from going to school to studying at home. I 
was separated from my Seminarian family, and I was sent 
home to a completely different environment. I 
felt shocked and alone. However, despite all the 
darkness in the world during this time,  God was 
working, and FacetoFace Ministries was certainly 
part of God’s hand at work. The work they did to 
bring community and prayer into isolation bore 
fruit in my life, from encouraging me to read 
scripture, to just simply reminding me of God’s 
love. Through them, God’s hand pierced the 
storm to touch my heart and the hearts of others.  
 
My journey with FacetoFace began with  
The WORD – a scripture study on the Gospel 
of Mark. My decision to join was completely spontaneous. I 
overheard my mom asking my brother if he wanted to attend 
an online Bible study, and I jumped in and volunteered. That 
night I registered and invited my friend to join me. I didn’t do 
any research on what the program entailed before I agreed 
to join. I was expecting an in-depth analysis of the Gospel, 
but  that’s  not what  FacetoFace  had  planned. On  the  first 
day of the study, I was put into a small group chat with five 

OSCAR LAURENCE
FacetoFace Participant & Minor Seminarian

GOD'S HAND IN A STORM
others. We were tasked with reading a chapter a day of the 
Gospel of Mark and then writing down a verse that stood 
out to us with an optional reflection.  Instead of providing 
an academic course on the Gospel, this study served as an 
invitation to enter into scripture every day and to know and 
appreciate God’s Word. Diving into scripture revealed to me 
how alive the Bible is. No matter what challenges I faced, 

scripture always provided something to guide 
me. In The WORD, I discovered a new love for 
the Bible, one that I will always carry with me.  
 
The participants of The WORD received an 
invitation to an E3 Evening. I didn’t see the 
notification  until  my  friend  sent  me  a  text  as 
the event was starting to ask if I was coming. 
I logged onto my computer immediately and 
launched the Zoom meeting. Instantly, a wall of 
faces on the meeting screen greeted me. Each 
member was friendly, and a warm welcome was 
extended to me. Prayer, games, and community 

were the essence of the E3 Evening. Among all the amazing 
activities and fun, what stood out to me was the radiance 
of a few individuals. Christ emanated from certain people, 
and that beauty struck me. The happiness, peace, and 
love that I witnessed through these attendees renewed 
my  desire  to  imitate  Christ.  After  my  first  experience 
with an E3 Evening, I made sure never to miss one again.  

"In The WORD 
[Bible study], 
I discovered a 

new love for the 
Bible, one that 

I will always 
carry with me."

FACING COVID-19 LOCK DOWNS WITH FACETOFACE MINISTRIES

,

66,869 words 
written in reflection 
of the daily readings
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The WORD Finale 
Individual pizzas 
delivered to the winning 
group so they could have 
a virtual pizza party

3RD set of Ignite 
Small Group Reunions

Staff transition 
file storage and 
communications 
to Microsoft Teams

Ignite Camp 
locations confirmed

Final E3 Evening 
of Spring 

GOD'S HAND IN A STORM
 
The Depths Online Retreat was my next FacetoFace 
experience. It was an all-day retreat with games, talks, 
and  periods  of  prayer  and  reflection  that  followed 
the theme “Reveal and Respond.” Being, praying, 
learning and having fun with others touched my heart 
very deeply, especially in a time of isolation. I made 
new friends and have deepened my bonds with old 
ones. The highlight of this event was the people with 
whom I participated, and this is a sentiment I can echo 
for all the FacetoFace events I have participated in. 
 
Entering lock down was difficult for myself and for the 
world. Isolation became mandatory and loneliness crept 
into the homes of many. Suddenly, the future wasn’t 
clear anymore. What society would look like, even the 
next day, was unknown. Dark as the world was, however, 
God’s  grace  flowed.  Through  people who  loved  others 
and loved God, Christ’s work was present. FacetoFace 
was an outlet of this grace. In them, Jesus’ love was 
apparent. Their work brought fellowship, prayer, and 
– most importantly – a visible sign of the love of God 
into quarantine. Through all the days I read in my Bible, 
among all the laughs, smiles, and joyful moments of E3 
Nights, and with the beauty of fellowship in the Depths 
retreat, I saw God’s hand in the storm. 
 
 
Oscar would also go on to attend Ignite Online in August as 
part of his journey with FacetoFace Ministries this year.

FACING COVID-19 LOCK DOWNS WITH FACETOFACE MINISTRIES

What participants see during online retreats

What we see during online retreats
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19 23 30

3RD The Depths 
Online Retreat 

25,000 hours of 
prayer recorded in 
1 Million Hours

Ignite Camp 
Registration Opens

498 hours spent 
by youth reading 
scripture through 
various F2F events

The Moment 
Testimonies 
have approx. 

After correspondence with a govern-
ment representative, FacetoFace Min-
istries was given permission to lead 
our Ignite Camps under certain health 
and safety protocols. Rather than 
hosting 100 high school youth for a 
6-day overnight camp, three in-person 
Ignites were held for 30 people each. 
The camps were four-days long, and 
overnight accommodations were not 
provided. An Online Ignite option was  
also made available and youth joined 
for three days of activities, talks, small 
groups, and musical Adoration from all 
over Western Canada. The FacetoFace 
Ignite teams found that smaller sizes 
allowed for more intentional disciple-
ship and creativity. The Sacraments 
remained the focus, and God's grace 
was poured out on each of the Ignites. 

TONY WOURMS
Ignite Saskatoon Week 1 
Youth Participant

 I was blessed by having 
Catholic men around me to help 
me strive towards a better faith." 
- Daniel LeBlanc

"

Summer camp for teens in grades 
9-12 who desire to grow in holiness.

           My first  Ignite was in 2019 
and I wanted to go again ever since. Get-
ting to go to Ignite in 2020 was a real 
blessing and I'm super thankful that I got 
to go. They only had a limited number of 
spots this year, so I was lucky to get in. I 
remember the first time we all gathered 
in the gym and a team member led us in 
prayer. Hearing everyone's voices praying 
together, I felt a happiness I’ve never felt 
before. It was so easy to walk into a con-
versation with anyone, because everyone 
there was so nice and welcoming. Many 
people said they felt like they belonged, 
even if it was their first time at Ignite. I 
think what made the week for me was all 
the other people. The support of others 
walking the same path I am helped me 
to see that I wasn't alone. Ignite brought 
me closer to God and helped me meet 
some of my best friends. It gave me a 
group of people I can turn to whenever 
I need. These people help me to be a 
better person, and I am so thankful I met 
them. 
 
I am super thankful to FacetoFace for 
doing everything they could to get Ig-
nite back, even with everything going 
on in 2020. They are some of the most 
dedicated people I know. Ignite honestly 
changed my life. 

I was blessed by my small group. 
I felt like I could be vulnerable, 
and I was comfortable saying 
what I wanted to when I wanted 
to without judgment.”
- Monica Redl

"

6,500 views
Week 1 
sells out in 
two hours

 What really blessed me was 
sharing this time with my friends. 
Also, the parcels that FacetoFace 
organized and mailed made it extra 
special for us." 
- Gianna Vandenberg
(Ignite Online Participant) 

IGNITE
REGINA

IGNITE
SK 

WEEK 2

IGNITE
SK 

WEEK 1

IGNITE
ONLINE

"
Above photo: Sharing drawings of participants created 
without looking at the paper.

Welcoming a team member to the stage to share 
their testimony with the Ignite tradition of singing 
and dancing to "Shake" by MercyMe.
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july

august

20 31

4 307 11 14

The Moment 
Testimonies 
have approx. 

Ministry gains

IGNITE REGINA &
IGNITE SASKATOON: 

WEEK 1

IGNITE 
SASKATOON: 

WEEK 2

321 hours 
of online 
events 
to date

18 20

IGNITE 
ONLINE

x2
6,500 views

4 new monthly
donors since 
the beginning 
of 2020

A team member and participants having a conversation during free time.

Keela database purchased - a new way to securely store participant 
and donor information, and to filter data for improved communications.

 What really blessed me was 
sharing this time with my friends. 
Also, the parcels that FacetoFace 
organized and mailed made it extra 
special for us." 
- Gianna Vandenberg
(Ignite Online Participant) 

Playing a game where participants tag each 
other with pool noodles.

      God blessed me in so many 
ways, as I have learned what a 
personal relationship with Jesus 
really is, and how to grow even 
deeper in my friendship with Him.   
 
I have grown in my faith by opening 
up and learning through the strug-
gles and experiences of others in 
my small group. 

Showing off a 
cardboard car 
made for a drive-in 
movie theatre.

One thing I took away from the 
talks is the importance of prayer, 
and how it should be the first prior-
ity in my life. 

God has also blessed me through 
the amazing friends I have made. 
It's so fun to play games and do 
challenges with everyone! Thank 
you, FacetoFace, for making my 
2020 summer amazing! 

HEATHER BLAIR
Ignite Saskatoon Week 2 
Youth Participant

IGNITE
REGINA

IGNITE
SK 

WEEK 2

IGNITE
SK 

WEEK 1

 One thing that really blessed me this week was my 
small group through prayer. I’m not the kind of person to 
pray for a really long time, but doing the challenges like 
reading the Bible and praying the rosary really made me 
realize that I need to pray more every day."
- Franklyn Tony-Osondu

Above photo: Sharing drawings of participants created 
without looking at the paper.

"
Participating in Eucharistic Adoration. 

Welcoming a team member to the stage to share 
their testimony with the Ignite tradition of singing 
and dancing to "Shake" by MercyMe.
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Day-long, in-person 
Youth Retreat
 

1st United 
Core Team 
meeting

1st Edge Night 
(Grades 6-8) 
at Holy Family 
Cathedral

1st School 
Retreat since 
COVID-19  
began

Ignite 2020 
Small Group 
Reunions 
held online

7TH online 
E3 Evening 
Continued 
into the fall by 
popular demand

A  typical  350-person,  2-day,  United  Con-
ference was not an option, but FacetoFace 
found a way to still provide an opportu-
nity to unite, support, and challenge the 
youth of western Canada; and better yet, 
a way that avoided them sitting in front 
of a screen. 

With the blessing of the local Diocese, and 
in accordance with government guide-
lines,  the United  team  hosted  a  one-day 
conference on November 14, 2020. The 
day consisted of morning and evening 
worship  services  with  five  simultaneous 
gatherings of less than 30 people in the 
afternoon. Though different than usual, it 
was an incredible joy to watch 115 youth 
and 20 volunteers social distance their 
way to their seats for the in-person United 
Conference. 

While the conference missed the commu-
nal meals, the small afternoon sessions al-
lowed participants to safely mingle, have 
small group discussions, and more. 

Many participants shared that Adoration 
was a highlight. One mother sent a mes-
sage afterwards raving about her youths’ 
experience; “Thank you so much for being 
the only faith formation that I have found 
to still fearlessly continue through this 
crazy pandemic. … I will gladly send my 
teens to SK anytime [you are leading an 
event there].” 

UNITED CONFERENCE 2020

Bishop Mark Hagemoen during Adoration.
Photos by Laura Rice.Keynote Speaker: Amanda Chan Keynote Speaker: Ryan Mitchell

# of videos F2F 
has published 
online 

october 1

31



F A L L
12

november

december

3 14 21

1 12/13 24 28

Ignite 2020 
Small Group 
Reunions 
held online

7TH online 
E3 Evening 
Continued 
into the fall by 
popular demand

UNITED 
CONFERENCE

Lead worship 
at Transform 
Conference 

Ministry gains 
9 new monthly 
donors and 5 
donor increases 
since the beginning 
of 2020

ONLINE 
YOUTH 
RETREAT  

409 hours 
of online 
event ministry

697 hours 
spent reading 
scripture 
by youth at 
various F2F 
events 

Daniel Pashula | Retreat Leader 

Building off the success of Ignite Online this summer, I 
was privileged to help host an online weekend retreat 
for high school youth via Zoom. The retreat was an 
incredible success with just under 50 youth in atten-
dance from just about every corner of western Canada,  
as well as participants from the Yukon!  

There were several memorable things that went into 
this retreat. First is the incredible volunteers that lead 
small groups and gave testimonies. Second, each youth 
received a package in the mail with different envelopes 
that they opened throughout the retreat. Lastly, we set 
up a studio and a control center in the basement of 
my house. The studio consisted of an Advent themed 
backdrop, two video lights, two cameras for multiple 
angles, and a projector screen where we could see all 
the participants at the same time. Down the hall from 
the studio was the “control centre” where we could see 
all the youth on one computer, a soundboard to control 
our mics and background music, a separate computer 
that fed slides and videos from ProPresenter  into the 
main computer, and a third computer that acted as an 
incognito participant in the Zoom call so that we could 
see and hear exactly what the youth were seeing and 
hearing. The big thing that really tied it all together was 
our ATEM Mini. This allowed us to 
switch between our two cameras 
and to show slides and videos 
from one computer seamlessly.  

We played fun and interactive team building games 
where various small groups competed against others.  

We are always amazed at how God chooses to use Face-
toFace to reach youth in western Canada, and although 
we are very excited to get back to in-person events, we 
know that an encounter with God do happen online. 

Bishop Mark Hagemoen during Adoration.
Photos by Laura Rice. Ryan Mitchell leads worship during live-streamed Adoration.

How to Lead a Weekend Youth Retreat Online 
Including the Technology Setup

ATEM Mini HDMI Live Switcher.
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Even with COVID-19 restrictions, FacetoFace is leading exciting 
School Retreats, which include smaller in-person sessions, live-
streamed assemblies from the school gym, and pre-recorded video 
for the grades that aren't able to come to the gym.

For more information, please visit f2f.ca/schoolretreats/ 

Cat Renneberg joins the FacetoFace team after 
spending a few years leading parish youth ministry 
in Saskatoon. She has completed a Bachelor's degree 
in Psychology, as well as two years of faith formation 
at St. Therese Institute in Bruno, SK. Her role 
at FacetoFace is to oversee communications 
and volunteer coordination. Cat works part 
time at FacetoFace while pursuing graduate studies 
in Divinity. 

The Canada Summer Jobs 2020 grant, FacetoFace hired 
Catherine Richard who helped prepare for the Ignite 
Camps while Daniel Richard helped in marketing and 
administration, including many hours preparing for our 
new database. 

Lastly, the ministry has been blessed to hire Francis 
Nowak from September to December 2020. He did 
a great job with limited hours as a communications 
assistant. 

NEW STAFF THANK YOU

PRAYER TEAM

To our Corporate Sponsors:

And to all our Monthly Donors!

Please consider joining our prayer team and interceding 
for the people that we meet and for the work that we do.
Prayer intentions of what the Ministry is currently in need 
of will be sent to you each month by an email or a phone call. 
To join our prayer team, please call Cat at 306-715-8029 or 
email her at communications@f2f.ca. 

EDGE E3 evenings E3 Mission School Retreats ConFIRMATION retreats

Jan 12
Feb 9

March 9 
April 13
May 11 

Jan 14 
Feb 11

March 11 
April 22
May 20 

Tentatively 
postponed to 
Summer 2021

52 tentatively booked 
from January to June 2021 

Book Spring 2021 Confirmation 
Retreats with Jon Courchene

COMING UP IN

Schools can now purchase the video sessions if visitor restrictions prevent in-person School Retreats from occurring. 

CURRENT SCHOOL RETREAT FORMAT:

The Word, Lunchroom, 1 million hours, the moment, etc. are all continuing!
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Help us continue

Changing the world
Together we can keep changing the lives of 
youth and, through them, change the world. 

Making donations to help us offer impactful 
events is available online through our secure 
and easy-to-navigate website. 
www.f2f.ca/support
Or you can cut out and mail in the form below.

Yes, I would like to make a donation of:
    $1000 $500     $250       $100
    $50  $25     Other: _________

      One-time
      Monthly Starting on the       1st or        16th
  of

Method of Payment
 All cheques can be made payable to FacetoFace Ministries

       Cheque     Void Cheque (monthly payments)

       Visa         MasterCard
Credit card donations can be done online at www.f2f.ca/support

Name on Card:

Card #: 
Expiry Date: 
I authorize FacetoFace Ministries to make monthly or one-time 
transactions from my chequing account or credit card for the 
amount indicated above, until I inform them of any changes.

Signature: 
Date: 

Contact Information
Name: 
Mailing Address: 

Phone #: 
Email: 
          I would like to receive monthly emails with ministry
          updates and information.

Helping people encounter Christ 
and embrace the call to be saints.

Registered Charity Number: 811665942 RR0001 

Please mail completed form to:  
FacetoFace Ministries  
535 8th Street East  
Saskatoon, SK   S7H 0P9

Thank you for supporting 
FacetoFace Ministries!

Even with COVID-19 restrictions, FacetoFace is leading exciting 
School Retreats, which include smaller in-person sessions, live-
streamed assemblies from the school gym, and pre-recorded video 
for the grades that aren't able to come to the gym.

Jon Courchene | Executive Director 

FacetoFace Ministries can be described as a tree 
with many branches. The branches are the various 
programs we lead throughout the year, which help 
youth to encounter Jesus Christ and embrace the 
call to be saints. We grow a strong tree by add-
ing key staff, pruning unnecessary branches, empha-
sizing the strongest events, continual formation and 
renewal of our faith, and more. However, we don’t get 
a lot of down time during a typical year to focus on 
growing stronger roots, which also helps the tree 
grow bigger and stronger.  

One of the many blessings that has come as a re-
sult of COVID-19 is that it gave us just enough time 
this spring and summer to do some root work. We 
upgraded our communications systems, meeting 
strategies, time and priority management, volunteer 
formation plan, and contact database. It took a lot 
of discipline while also pivoting to lead many on-
line events in the spring and four Ignite Camps in 
the summer, but our great team accomplished this 
awesome feat.  

We are striving for excellence in all areas of the 
ministry. We have spent our time wisely and these 
upgrades to the roots, or behind the scenes aspects, 
will help the ministry stay strong for many years to 
come. As 2021 begins, we believe this tree that God 
has planted is stronger and healthier than ever.  

Please consider partnering with FacetoFace Ministries.

The Ever-Growing Tree of FacetoFace Ministries 

Jon leads an E3 Evening from the FacetoFace office.

Schools can now purchase the video sessions if visitor restrictions prevent in-person School Retreats from occurring. 

This could be youThis could be you!!  

The Word, Lunchroom, 1 million hours, the moment, etc. are all continuing!

We are always seeking new 
monthly donors so we can 
develop more programs 
and reach out to new areas.

Donation Options:
1. Cut, fill out, and mail the 
form on the right 
2. Visit f2f.ca/support

NEW MONTHLY DONORS



“I was blessed by the diversity in the group. I didn’t 
know if I wanted to come to Ignite, but as soon as I 
stepped in, I saw that everyone had a different unique 
flair that I enjoyed. It brought me happiness that I hadn’t 
felt in a while.”

“I’m glad I came because this week impacted me more 
than any other Catholic Retreat, and it feels like my 
entire life has changed.”

“The previous week I could not see God in anything, 
but after this Ignite, I think I found Him.”

“I was blessed by the 
forgiveness prayer. I did 
not realize I was holding 
onto pain and anger, and 
I was able to forgive and 
release the unforgiveness 
of others and myself.”

Ignite Testimonies

72
73

17
7

CONTACT US

FacetoFace Ministries f2fministries

Dan at 306-371-2275

FacetoFace Ministries
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www.f2f.ca

Image: Ignite Regina participants in their cardboard cars that helped 
to ensure social distancing during a drive-in theatre experience.

communications@f2f.ca


