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AT A GLANCE

Luke 6:44 states, “Each tree is 
known by its own fruit. For men do 

not gather figs from thorns, nor do 
they pick grapes from a briar bush.”  
FacetoFace Ministries can sometimes 
be looked at as a tree with many 
branches since we have various pro-
grams and events that stem out of our 
youth-focused trunk.
 
The Board of Directors has been  
discerning which of those branches 
bear the best fruit so as to nurture  
them. Over time, it has become clear 
that the longer and more relational 
based events are producing lasting 
fruit. Thus, we are going to put more 
effort into those types of events, so we 
can be confident in our tree when we 
invite youth to “taste and see that the 
Lord is good” (Psalm 34:8).
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Daniel was born and raised in  
Calgary, AB and spent much of his 
youth playing sports, such as hock-
ey and baseball. In high school, he 
tried his hand at music and has 
formal training in multiple instru-
ments. It was in high school that 
Daniel’s faith really came alive, 
which led him to do a year of  
ministry with All Access Ministries 
after he graduated and, following 
a year break, he spent two years 
with Pure Witness Ministries as 
a missionary and as a staff mem-
ber. Daniel has a missionary heart 
and hopes to lead the youth into a  
closer encounter with Jesus. 

We’re happy to welcome Daniel 
Pashula to the FacetoFace team 
as a Retreat Leader, including 
co-leading school retreats.
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Encounter, Equip, Empower 
(E3) Meals, Weekends, & 
Mission Announcements 

Testimonies by Lydia Malek, 
Grace Smith, and Ella Weibe

Summer events 
& announcements

The start of the 2018/2019 
school year & testimony 

from a grade 8 teacher

Article by Catherine Richard & 
testimony by Yohannes Vandenberg

Article by Fr. Peter Nnanga, MSP



I still hold on to the 
wise words spoken to 
me in prayer many 

years ago: "don’t 
fall behind, don’t 
run ahead, simply 
take each step as 
the Lord does." 
FacetoFace Min-

istries is doing 
our best to follow 

the Lord in this way.
 

Discerning God’s will for the 
future of FacetoFace Ministries is a 
lot of responsibility, and yet it is a 
very hope-filled and exciting process. 
There are key leaders, along with the 
Board of Directors, who are constantly 
listening and watching for what 
doors the Lord might be opening.  
 
A few key factors we are constantly 
paying attention to are: analyzing 
what events and programs are, 
with God’s grace, bearing the most 
fruit, assessing what the greatest 
needs in youth are, and knowing 
what our greatest charisms are as 
a ministry. With all this in mind, 
we go to prayer and ask the Lord 
what He wants us to do about it.  
He reveals, usually a little at time, 
how we can best serve His Church.  
This is what we believe the Lord is 
asking FacetoFace Ministries to be 
striving for over the next few years:

 
 
Transforming lives is God's work. It is He who first desires us to 
live an abundant life (John 10:10). We plan to work alongside His  
grace in order to accomplish our 2021 goal by focusing on the  
following areas:
 
 
Youth deserve opportunities for transformation. Opportunities are 
created to encourage deeper transformations in youth through 
building ongoing relationships at various events. These include 
weekends (Diocesan Youth Conferences, E3 weekends and mis-
sions, wild card events, and more), summer programs (Ignites, 
Road Trips, Bus Trips), and ongoing monthly events (E3 meals). 
 
 
Youth deserve strong leaders to help them in transformation. This 
is accomplished by equipping our young adult volunteers who will 
be joining us in directly ministering to the youth at our events.  
 
 
Youth deserve holiness and excellence to inspire transformation. 
Improving areas such as event promotions, communications, 
stewardship, along with spiritual and professional development 
will make the ministry stronger and, in turn, help to attract youth. 
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BY JON COURCHENE 
FacetoFace Executive Director

BY 2021, OUR GOAL IS TO TRANSFORM MORE YOUTH BY FOSTERING 
ENCOUNTERS WITH JESUS CHRIST AND FORMING ACTIVE DISCIPLES 
THROUGH ONGOING RELATIONAL MINISTRY.

 
 
The biggest immediate change that already started this Fall of 
2018 was to make more time for forming disciples through ongoing  
relational ministry. We are taking less School Retreat bookings 
in order to put those hours into developing and facilitating more 
relational events. These retreats are designed to greater form 
the existing disciples from our summer programs, like our Ignite 
Camps. The E3 weekends have mentorship opportunities, formative  
teaching, and lots of time to have fun while building a strong  
Catholic community.

 
Increasing excellence in all aspects of the Ministry.

 
How does this affect FacetoFace Ministries now?

 
Offering more relational-focused events for high school youth. 

 
Forming and empowering stronger volunteers. 

 
Photo from United Conference in November 2018

EXCITING 
DAYS AHEAD
MOVING FORWARD IN FAITH



“The E3 event in Regina was a great 
spiritual refresh for me. It reminded 
me of how great it is to spend time 
with men of great faith.”   

Meals 

Dec. 6, 2018   Jan. 10, 2019   
Feb. 7, 2019   March 7, 2019   
April 4, 2019 

Weekends

The next E3 Weekends will be  
held on the following dates:
     *Jan. 5-6, 2019  Girls - Grade 9/10
 *Jan. 11-13, 2019  Girls - Grade 11/12
*Feb. 23-24, 2019  Boys - Grade 9/10
*Dates are subject to change

Mission 

More info on e3 at f2f.ca/e3EN
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FacetoFace Ministries. Three types of E3 events (Meals, Weekends, and  
Missions) are designed to help youth aged 14-18 dive deeper into their  
faith throughout the school year. 

E3 Meals are a time to gather and share 
together. These evenings include supper, 
a talk, and Eucharistic Adoration. 

The next E3 meals will be held on the 
following dates:

E3 Mission is a six-day leadership and 
learning experience for grade 11/12 
youth that attend E3 events. 

The first mission will be going to 
Black Lake, SK with Bishop Mark from 
February 16-21, 2019.

The application process can be found 
at f2f.ca/e3

E3 Weekends are faith-immersion  
experiences where an age group is 
invited to reconnect with one another 
through activities and to receive for-
mation in the life and teachings of the 
Catholic Church.

“The E3 day blessed me because I got 
to visit with some friends from Ignite. 
The talks helped to give me a new 
perspective on living the faith out in 
my everyday life. It was awesome to 
hang out with like-minded people and 
enjoy some solid Catholic fellowship.”

- Jonah Tremblay, E3 Weekend Participant

- Christopher Parker, E3 Weekend Participant

Photo taken during grade 11/12 boys E3 weekend on 
Oct. 27-28, 2018

 3   WWW.F2F.CA



School Retreats have gotten off to a very strong start 
this 2018-2019 school year. The theme Do It on 

Purpose is what Ryan and Daniel are using to illustrate 
the Gospel message this retreat season. Students are 
responding well to the idea that no one will get to 
heaven by accident and that our faith is a daily choice.  
 
Using video games and other relevant student interests 
as examples, the team’s catch phrase to communicate 
that we are made for more than this world has emerged 
as "they’re good, but they’re not good enough.” Acknowl-
edging this allows for the sharing of the goodness of 
Jesus and all He has for us when our lives are united 
with His. 

A grade 8 teacher in southern Saskatchewan wrote: 
 
“Watching them [the grade 8’s] today brought tears to 
my eyes! Every single one of my grade 8’s participated in 
every game and every silly and wonderful action to the 
songs. I can’t thank you enough for the amazing expe-
rience of sharing our beautiful faith in a way that they 
get! In a way that really and truly impacts them. Your  
program is such a necessity and such an amazing blessing.” 
 
Please continue to pray for Ryan and Daniel as they travel.
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LLOYDMINSTER

EDMONTON

ST. ALBERT
Mass & Service Work

West Edmonton Mall

JASPER
Hiking & Hot Springs

HINTON

FERNIE
Retreat Sessions 
& White-water Rafting

HIGH RIVER

BRAGG CREEK
Service Work

I can’t think of a better way I could have spent 
my summer this year than by going on the 

2018 Road Trip with FacetoFace Ministries. 
The experience of meeting new people from 

all over, being able to go on adventures 
and to grow closer to God with the 

whole group was an unforgettable 
experience.
 
God had never made such a 
deep imprint on my soul be-
fore that week on the bus.  

 
We got to do so many things to-

gether and on our own. We enjoyed 
playing group ice-breaker games, vol-

unteering, and going to amazing places you 
would go to for a vacation, like the hot springs, 
kayaking, hiking, and white-water rafting. 

I experienced wonderful adventures in the 
mountains, and grew much closer to Jesus  
by being with him in the people, the celebra-
tion of Mass, and in nature.
 
It was, and is, the one thing I would recom-
mend the most to youth who are looking for  
a wonderful adventure in the summer along-
side Jesus, while making wonderful new friends 
that will help you grow in your faith, love,  
and happiness.
 
- Lydia Malek

: THE LAUNCH
We set out with a goal of filling the bus with a 1:1 ratio of youth that have  
already encountered Jesus and their friends that had yet to. Over the 
course of 7 days we saw the participants grow through adventure and 
Jesus’ personal love for each of them.

BANFF
Mass

Outdoor Mass during a stop in Banff White-water rafting in Fernie, BC



DEPARTURE:
SASKATOON

LLOYDMINSTER

When I was asked to go on a youth trip to 
Fernie that included white-water rafting,  

I was all in!
 
Little did I know there was going to be so 
much more that I would experience. I became 
so much closer to God than I thought was 
possible. Through the volunteer work, Eucha-
ristic Adoration, and by just being in nature 
with like-minded people, I noticed a sense of  
relief, calmness, peace, and happiness that I 
had not yet felt before.
 
My favorite part of the trip was the retreat 
and, of course, the white-water rafting.  
I loved the outdoors and the freedom I felt.  

By welcoming God into my  
heart, it allowed me to truly 
be myself. I realized that 
through Him all things 
are possible.
 
This trip is an experi-
ence that I will never 
forget. I made so many 
great memories with 
some awesome new 
friends! I cannot wait for  
next year!

This past summer, I went on my very first 
Road Trip with FacetoFace Ministries.  

 
I found that Adoration played a 
very powerful role in my Road Trip  
experience. The Holy Spirit was pres-
ent in so many different people, I 
couldn’t believe it. People were no-

ticeably moved by God, like crying and 
laying on the floor, which amazed me.  

 
I also desired to encounter God, so I just 
prayed and prayed. I asked God what I was 
doing wrong and what I could do to have 
that kind of loving and powerful relationship 
with Him. My eyes were closed, and all of 
the sudden, I heard these lyrics of this song 
that were exactly what I was saying to God.  
 
That was when I decided to give my whole self 
to Him. In that moment, there was this huge 
rush of emotions. I couldn’t explain why I was 
crying, I was worried I was just being dramatic.  
 
 
 

Later, I was talking to my small group 
leader, trying to tell her how I was feeling 
but not really making any sense. All she  
said to me was “Honey, its ok. This is 
the power of the Holy Spirit working 
through you. This is a beautiful moment.”  
 
After that, it all made sense to me. All God 
wants is for me to bring my whole life to Him 
and let Him work through me. I can’t fix my 
life without His help. I need Him in my life.  
Not just Sunday visits, or little talks 
during morning prayer. He needs to 
be present in my life, my whole life.  
 
That one Adoration moment has affected 
my life after Road Trip substantially.  I fixed 
certain things in my life that needed some 
attention, while growing closer to the friends 
and family that are very important to me and 
my faith. I am open and ready for anything, 
thanks to the 2018 FacetoFace Road Trip.   
  
- Grace Smith

 
- Ella Weibe

The whole group in the mountains

  FACETOFACE MINISTRIES   6



THANK YOU

By Catherine Richard, Ignite Coordinator

When we first decided 
on “The Adventure” as 

our Ignite theme this year,  
I think that I hoped for a low-
key, straightforward type of 

adventure. Well, I can tell you  
unequivocally that straightfor-

ward and low-key it was not.
 

A last-minute relocation of Ignite BC due  
to wild fires, high registration numbers for  
Ignite SK, and all this combined with the natu-
ral craziness of learning a new job, meant that 
this summer was high-energy, stressful, and 
usually anything but straightforward.
 
But let me tell you: it was blessed.
 
All of our BC and SK campers showed deep 
faith, vulnerability, and a desire to truly 
put Christ at the centre of their lives. Our 
Ignite leadership teams gave of them-
selves joyfully and selflessly all week long. 
 

 
The more profound part, for me, was the expe-
rience of tangibly collaborating with Jesus in 
this work of evangelization. It is summed up in 
a moment of personal prayer during Ignite SK  
this summer. I sat gazing at the crucifix,  
marveling to Jesus at the immense good  
that I saw Him accomplishing. “Why are you 
doing so much?” I asked Him. “Because,” He re-
sponded, “I want all of them.”
 
The Lord desires all of us, and He showed us 
this summer that He will move mountains 
– and keep away forest fires – to make that 
happen.
 
Praise God! And see you at Ignite 2019!

THE  ADVENTURE  OF  IGNITE  2018  ADVENTURETHE

Photo from a prayer moment in Adoration at Ignite SK with Bishop Mark Hagemoen

"The more profound part, 
for me, was the experience 

of tangibly collaborating 
with Jesus in this work 

of evangelization."
[ ]
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FACETOFACE NEWS
To Daniel and Christine Pashula  
who got married in Calgary, AB  
on Oct. 6, 2018.

Half-day and full-day 
Confirmation retreats are 
facilitated by Jon Courchene. 

Participants will leave 
encouraged, challenged, 
and better prepared for the 
Sacrament.
Visit f2f.ca/confirmationretreats

The Vauxhall Family Conference 
is being facilitated by 

FacetoFace Ministries and will 
be held on January 26, 2019.

There will be program 
tracks for every age. 

Email familyconference@catholicparish.ca 
to register or to find out more!

CONGRATULATIONS

CONFIRMATION RETREATSTHANK YOU ROAD TRIP 2019

IGNITE CAMPSVAUXHALL CONFERENCE

To our corporate sponsors:

  •  Hometown Insurance
  •  B&T Polar Park
  •  Advantage Collision 
(in Saskatoon & Prince Albert)

Please consider supporting our 
sponsors with your business.

Bring a friend on an 
epic adventure to the 
mountains. Road Trip 
includes white-water 
rafting, hiking, and 
much more!

OF  IGNITE  2018
My name is Yohannes Vandenberg 

and this year’s Ignite was awe-
some! The two things that blessed 
me the most were Eucharistic Adora-
tion and the Sacrament of Confession.  
 
Adoration was amazing, and it 
was at those moments each day 
that I felt really close to God.  
 
During one Adoration time, I started 
thinking back on all the good and bad 
things that happened to me in my life.  

 

I thought of the times  
I turned away from God 
and how every time I did, 
He was there waiting for 
me to turn back to Him.  
 
Adoration is a place 
where I can be alone 
with God in peace and 
quiet. That means a lot 
to me because we live in a 
world that is full of noise that  
distracts us. These times of Adoration 
were a big blessing to me and the  
beginning of my new adventure.

THE  ADVENTURE  OF  IGNITE  2018  ADVENTURE

Photo from a prayer moment in Adoration at Ignite SK with Bishop Mark Hagemoen

Ignite sk

Ignite bc

Ignite AB

Aug. 5-10, 2019
St. Therese, Bruno

Aug. 25-30, 2019
Camp Morice, near Prince George

Hopefully being facilitated 
in the Diocese of Calgary.
More info to come.

Online registra-
tion begins in 
the New Year.

Tentative dates: 
July 8-14, 2019 
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There are very few other Catholic Youth Conferences across 
Western Canada that brings together 335 people to be united, 

supported, and challenged in their faith. The FacetoFace United 
Conference is an incredible weekend with keynote talks, group  
discussions, celebration of the Sacraments and more. In 2018 it 
attracted youth from cities such as Winnipeg, Saskatoon, Regina, 
Calgary, Edmonton, Prince George, and even further away. People are 
hungry for the Catholic faith and come because they are confident 
they will be filled. 

United participants enjoying the afternoon game
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I           was honored and 
excited to accept the 
invitation to speak 
on “Reading and Liv-
ing the Word of God" 

and also to take part  
in a Question & Answer 

session at the FacetoFace 
United Conference.

 
On Saturday, like every other youth 
and adult, I arrived at the Holy Family  
Cathedral in Saskatoon during reg-
istration time. It was so exciting 
when I entered and was ‘greeted’ by 
a crowd of young people, and adults 
at the entrance. There was so much 
laughter and smiles as we hugged 
and shook hands. I just loved the 
joyful faces of the young people. 
 

THE JOY I EXPERIENCED AT 
THE 2018 UNITED CONFERENCE 
By Fr. Peter Nnanga, MSP

PARTICIPANT 
FEEDBACK
 
“It was just what I 
needed to get back on 
track, to reconnect 
with those who call me 
higher and reconnect 
with Christ."
 
“I've had the fire  
[of faith] burning 
slowly within me, but 
the Conference was 
like the final puff  
of air to bring me  
to life.”

The music ministry shone their lights 
and they ‘fired’ up the whole venue 
and the participants with beautiful, 
lively, and prayerful songs. I saw 
young people and adults who were 
on ‘fire’ for Jesus. I said, “WOW! This is 
just the right place to be with young 
people.” There was so much joy 
flowing throughout my stay at the 
Conference. Kudos to the organizers. 
They did a good job. 
 
May God continue to use FacetoFace 
Ministries to touch lives and reach 
out to as many young people and 
adults as possible, especially those 
who are searching for the truth and 
happiness; as this happens when one 
deepens his or her faith and personal 
relationship with Jesus.  I hope to be 
there next year!



 
God bless,

It was a day filled with 
fellowship and many great  

activities for the whole 
family that could not be 
hampered by the drizzle 
of rain that happened 
intermittently during the 
first FacetoFace Ministries 
Summer Festival Fundraiser  
in August. 
 
From the afternoon until 
the early evening, there 
were people engaging in 
fellowship while others 
enjoyed the warm swim-
ming pool, beach volleyball, 
bouncy castle, trampoline, 
live music, and filling up on 
fresh roasted corn (grown 
on-site), hot dogs, cake, pop-
corn, and ice cream treats.

 
Undercover and out of the 
rain were wonderful gift 
baskets that were gen-
erously provided by our 
Board of Directors and 
many arms lengths worth  
of raffle tickets were sold 
and happy winners brought 
the baskets home. 
 
 
Many smiles, laughter, and 
content souls could be seen 
enjoying this day which 
was so generously hosted 
by the Mireau family – we 
at FacetoFace Ministries 
want to thank the Mireau's 
for all of their hard work, 
and also this great idea for  
a fundraiser!

Help us continue

Changing the world
Together we can keep changing the lives of 
youth and, through them, change the world. 

Making donations to help us offer impactful 
events is available online through our secure 
and easy-to-navigate website. 
www.f2f.ca/support
Or you can cut out and mail in the form below.

THANK YOU FOR 
SUPPORTING OUR SUMMER 
FESTIVAL FUNDRAISER!

Yes, I would like to make a donation of:
    $1000 $500     $250       $100
    $50  $25     Other: _________

      One-time
      Monthly Starting on the       1st or        16th
  of ______________________

Method of Payment
 All cheques can be made payable to FacetoFace Ministries

       Cheque     Void Cheque (monthly payments)

       Visa         MasterCard
Credit card donations can be done online at www.f2f.ca/support

Name on Card: ___________________________
_____________________________________
Card #: _________________________________
Expiry Date  _____/_____
I authorize FacetoFace Ministries to make monthly or one-time 
transactions from my chequing account or credit card for the 
amount indicated above, until I inform them of any changes.

Signature: ______________________________
Date: __________________________________

Contact Information
Name: __________________________________
Mailing Address: _________________________ 
_______________________________________
Phone #: _______________________________
Email: _________________________________
          I would like to receive monthly emails with ministry
          updates and information.

Helping people encounter Christ 
and embrace the call to be saints.

Registered Charity Number: 811665942 RR0001 

Please mail completed form to:  
FacetoFace Ministries  
PO Box 39089  RPO Lakewood  
Saskatoon, SK   S7V 0A9

Thank you for supporting 
FacetoFace Ministries!

United participants enjoying the afternoon game

FacetoFace Staff, Fall 2018

By Dan Brulé, Director of Stewardship & Finances



Family Conference in 
Vauxhall, AB 

Victoria Diocesan 
Youth Retreat at  

Camp Homewood, BC 

E3 Mission to Black 
Lake, SK

FacetoFace Youth 
Retreat in Provost, AB

Diocesan Youth 
Conference in 

Prince George, BC

Road Trip

Ignite SK

Ignite BC

MArk your 
calendars

January 26

February 1-3

March 23-24

FacetoFace Ministries f2fministries

SPRING & SUMMER EVENTS IN 2019
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May 3-5

July 8-14

August 5-10

August 25-30

CONTACT US
Jon Courchene (Executive Director)

   306-381-7789  jon.courchene@f2f.ca

 Dan Brulé (Director of Stewardship & Finances)

   306-371-2275  dan.brule@f2f.ca

www.f2f.ca
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February 16-21

Be sure to register for:

   43 School Retreats • 5 Confirmation Retreats • 8 E3 Events  
& more events!

Plus


