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February 15 & 16, 2014
Ages 14 & Up
(Adults and Youth)

Holy Family Cathedral Hall
123 Nelson Road, Saskatoon, SK
New in 2014

Variety Night featuring:
You! (participants only)
sign up: united@f2f.ca

Sleeping accommodations
must be found separately.
Hotel Alternative: Queen’s
House 306-242-1916
More information:
Jon Courchene
306-381-7789
jon.courchene@f2f.ca

Join us in
Calcutta by praying
for our missionaries and
reading their experiences.

www.f2f.ca/F2F-Blog

(Blog is updated regularly)

Early Bird Fee: $45
After January 29: $60

Register online today!
www.f2f.ca

VISION, MISSION, VALUES
By Jon Courchene, Face to Face Executive Director

This is a very exciting time
for FacetoFace Ministries
and all those involved,
both staff and participants
alike. As Peter Kreeft
writes in his book Jesus
Shock: “Everything is all
about one thing: Jesus. If
we wish to succeed in life we need to, just
ask Jesus: ‘What do YOU want me to do?
And then do it.’” In a particular way during the
past year we have been purposefully asking
ourselves this question.

As we listen with open hearts we are hearing
a re-clarification of what was already known.
God has placed on our Board of Directors and
staff’s hearts the same mission Ken received
over 13 years ago. We exist for Jesus. It is our
hope that everyone would encounter Jesus,
invite Him into their lives, and move forward
striving to live a life of holiness. Stated a little
more formally, here is the vision, mission, and
values of FacetoFace Ministries:

Vision: That all people encounter Christ and embrace

the call to be saints.
Mission: Challenging people to holiness, by living and
proclaiming the fullness of the Catholic faith.
Values: Through faith, hope, and love we live by the
following values:
• Docility: Relying on the empowerment of the Holy
Spirit.
• Obedience: Ministering within the magisterial teaching
of the Church.
• Humility: Recognizing the gift it is to serve, integrating
our thoughts and actions with humility.
• Christ-centered Relationships: Building relationships
with those we serve wherein Christ is present. Commitment to keeping the individual’s best interests ahead of
the ministry.
• Excellence: Striving for excellence in everything to
bring glory to God.
• Authenticity in Christ: Striving for sanctity in all that
we do. Supporting individuals to follow Christ’s calling for
their lives.
• Teamwork: Working cooperatively and effectively as a
ministry to foster trust and accomplish goals.
• Unity: Fostering a life giving community with those we
serve and partner with.

Living with purpose
By Ken Yasinski, President of the Board
After 14 years of traveling on the
road speaking, I took a break!
From May to July of 2013 I took
time to seek God’s will, be with
my family, and recharge my
batteries. I did not realize how
tired I was until I stopped. During
this sabbatical I feel two major
themes have been confirmed in
my heart.

Firstly, my family and not my ministry must come first.
I have always known this, but taking a break from
speaking has shown me that the greatest blessings in
my life are my wife Janelle and our beautiful children.
If I cannot be the chief servant at home, I will not be
an effective servant in the greater Church.

of Directors
Secondly, I am being called to further develop my
speaking apostolate. Often we are encouraged to
work on our weaknesses, and while this is a good
thing when it comes to our character, it may not
be a good thing when it comes to giftedness. God
has not gifted me as an administrator; however
I’ve been blessed with the ability to communicate
the faith. I feel it is a much better use of my
time to develop my areas of strength (giftedness)
instead of focusing on areas that others can be
more effective in. For this reason I am devoting
more time to enhancing my communication skills,
and deepening and broadening my knowledge
base in challenging people to holiness. I hope
to expand my ministry to a greater national and
international audience. I look forward to this shift
in attention and all that the Lord will bring.
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Face to Face Team News
2013 - 2014 TEAM EDITIONS

Outreach for 8 years after comFacetoFace would like to welcome pleting her BA in English. Her exMonique Mireau (1) and Justin perience and knowledge will be a
Rybinski (2) to the 2013-2014 real asset to our team. (3)
Outreach Team. Along with their Also joining the ministry as the Inmusical skills, Justin and Monique dia Mission Director is Micheline
both come to the team with a real Thibault. Micheline co-lead the
desire to see more people en- 2010 mission and is a gifted incounter Jesus. We are so grateful dividual. She did an incredible job
for their generosity and service.
preparing for the mission and we
Joining our Staff Team this fall
is Christy Dupuis. Christy, a fulltime mom, comes to FacetoFace
with a great desire to help grow
the ministry. Christy gave her
first “yes” to Jesus at a FacetoFace retreat in Russell in 2003
(read about the legacy in Russell
on page 4). Christy served as a
missionary with Catholic Christian

every blessing as you continue
serving God and reaching out to
others through a new initiative
called PULSE. PULSE serves as
a resource for schools and school
divisions to further the mission of
Catholic Education across Canada.

CONGRATULATIONS

To Jon & Deneige Courchene on
are witnessing the fruits. (read
the birth of their first child Dominic
about it on page 13) (4)
on July 12, 2013. (5)

MANY THANKS

To Kyle & Brandi (Olson) BanaFacetoFace would like to thank dyga who entered into holy matMasson Normand and Gabe rimony on October 12, 2013. (6)
Dipple for their years of service To Ken and Janelle Yasinski who
with us. Masson and Gabe both are expecting their third child earbrought a wide array of gifts and ly December 2013. (7)
talents to our team. We wish you
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By their testimony
Road
Stories
Participants at BRANDON, MB retreat
When I was kneeling I
felt that Jesus Christ was
in front of us and everywhere in the Church, and
that touched me, and I
felt tears coming down
my cheeks. ~ Josue

What blessed me was to
go upstairs with the kids
to learn about God
~ John-Paul

Every part of the retreat
was a blessing, but the
Mass was the biggest
blessing, especially at
communion, singing the
Communion song “Be
Not Afraid.” ~ Mathieu
The prayer ministry really blessed me to have
one person so focussed
on praying to God for my
needs, to bring God to
me in that moment. It really touched me to see so
many regular people ministering to others.
~ Heather

Experiencing Many Blessings
BY Milissa Hoffman,
outreach team member

Being an outreach team member and being
able to witness the Lord in many ways has
been a huge blessing. Getting to travel with
some incredible individuals and meeting different people of all ages in different faith
filled communities has been one of the biggest blessings I have been able to receive.
Every single person I have met has taught
or impacted me in some way. Seeing God
alive in each person is fantastic; whether it be in people preparing meals, those
hosting the event, the children, parents, or
other retreat participants, it is such a gift.
Leading children’s ministry is never dull and
always full of laughter and faith. Many moments have stuck with me throughout the
year; from seeing faith grow, getting to pray
with individuals, the loving and accepting
communities, all of the people who give
up their weekend to come, the children’s
goofy stories, host homes who welcome
the team to stay with them, or volunteers
that devote countless hours to help
make our retreats
successful. Being
a team member for
FacetoFace is never boring and I always look forward
to hopping into the
van and seeing
where we will go
next.
FACE TO FACE MINISTRIES
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a life changing decade
By Brandi Banadyga, FacetoFace Team Member

This past January was my first time at St. Joseph
the Worker Parish in Russell, Manitoba. I didn’t notice anything different about the retreat until we were
setting up and I heard Ken speaking with one of the
parishioners.
“Last year my January just didn’t seem right.” Ken
said, referring to last January when the Parish
couldn’t book their annual retreat due
to Church renovations. I was then

filled in that this was the tenth
Facetoface retreat at the parish!

I was so amazed as the weekend went
by and I got to chat with people from
the parish or from neighboring parishes
who had come 4 years in a row, or 8
years, or even 9 years out of 10! St.
Joseph the Worker Parish is a great
community of faith and I had a tremendous time meeting everyone and witnessing faith
come alive.

a time to strengthen their relationship with Christ. In
10 years I have heard nothing but positive feedback
from these retreats. And, we have had the pleasure
of having the youngest of 4 to the oldest participant
of 94. From the very young to the “wise”, these
weekends have brought joy to all.
Ken’s talks are inspiring and easy to understand.
He is so knowledgeable in his faith.
His “Yes”, his leap of faith in starting
this ministry has truly been a gift to
the hundreds of people in our community alone that has had the privilege of
attending. The team of young people
who travel with him are equally committed to doing God’s will and through
their yes they too have brought an
abundance of faith, joy, love and hope.
Their love for Christ is very contagious.

If we were to ask the participants what their favorite
part of the weekend is you would get anything from
the talks, to the music, sharing in the small groups,
After 10 years of retreats, this community has seen a reconciliation, and of course the highlight Adoration.
lot of renewal and growth. One of the long-time participants and coordinators, Glenda Stasiuk shared It just brings me to tears every time I witness those committing themselves to Christ
her experience with me of the last 10 years:

for the first time or recommitting themselves again. I just find those moments so
powerful. They usually enjoy it all but there
is always a time during the weekend that
touches everyone in a special way.

“F2F retreats started in our parish first as a retreat
for our youth who were going to be confirmed. I will
never forget when Fr. Dominic sent us to a small
town, Gerald, SK. I brought my daughter along to
get her opinion. It didn’t take either one of us long
to agree that our youth could definitely benefit from Through these retreats our faith community has bethese retreats. We went back with our faith on fire come so much closer. It is a wonderful time to
and we booked our first retreat.
get to know our brothers and sisters in Christ of
St. Joseph’s in a special way that you don’t often
Our retreats have been as big as 162 participants have time to do on Sunday mornings. These really
and as small as 54, but each and every retreat, big have brought us so much closer together. These
or small, is as powerful as the last. We have seen weekends are a gift to our parish. We also enjoy
youth profoundly touched through these retreats and spending the weekends with so many others from
since they have become parish missions, the adults the surrounding parishes. They have become very
who attend have said that they are a time to take a special friends and it is wonderful to share your faith
look at themselves, and reflect on their faith journey, with not only our Roman Catholic friends but also
4
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from our Ukrainian Catholic friends from across the knowledge that these young people have. I guess
street at St. Mary’s.
[it’s because] they have opened their ears and
hearts to God. They are wonderful young people
We are so fortunate to have had 3 priests now and and they teach in a way that is so exciting. Their
a supportive parish council who believe in these re- music is amazing and their skits really make a pertreats and can truly see the benefits that come from son think. Adoration is something that every person
them. We are also so truly blessed with a generous should experience in their lifetime- they would never
parish who give of their time, talents and treasures forget it!
that allow these weekends to be the success that
they are! As one of our original parish council mem- If anyone has even thought about going to the rebers, Marlene Pettitt stated “These retreats bring our treat, they should just do it. I know that when the
faith alive”. They truly do. One of Marlene’s non- weekend is booked at St. Joseph’s, I mark it on my
catholic friends commented that St. Joseph Parish is calendar and it doesn’t matter what else is going on,
a vibrant faith community and we believe weekends I just have to go because it is so much fun.
like these help to make us who we are!”
A few more St. Joseph’s parishioners shared their
experiences with me:
“It’s hard to believe how time has gone by so
quickly and here we are, blessed with another
FacetoFace Retreat. I knew we would be blessed
with greater spiritual growth… I marvel at the
young people at the retreats. It is them who will be
taking over the tasks of the Church… I thank Ken
and his team. I thank Ken for his words of wisdom.
Our faith and Church are deepened with inspiration. I pray that Ken and his team will touch other
hearts with this mission that they are so richly
blessed with.”
~ Dora Horeczy

“The first time I started going I was more of
an observer than a participant. Now, I find
that the more I go to retreats the more I
yearn to go and learn about God our amazing Father. Each time I go I learn something new and it gives me so much hope in
a world that is so broken.

Also I am not an observer anymore- I am a
participant and just love it!!”
~ Donalada Wishart

“This was my fifth year enjoying the FacetoFace
Retreat. The first time I was hesitant to go to the
retreat thinking I would have to talk and answer
questions and take part in all the activities. Ken
and his team teach in such a wonderful way that
I wanted to take part! Each year I feel a deeper
faith within. In my life I see now God has always
loved me and been there. I am enjoying the life
God has given me. Come and share in the experience and strengthen your faith.”
~ Brenda Robin
As you can see from these testimonies it has been
a very fruitful ten years! The team has always had
a very blessed time, as with so many of the parish
missions, and it is so wonderful to build relationships
with communities like Russell.
Hope to see you again and God Bless!

Ken and his team are wise beyond their years. They
have taught me so much and I am amazed at the
FACE TO FACE MINISTRIES
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seeing the power of god
By Yves & Brigitte Thibault, 2013 Bus Trip Leaders

feel comfortable and connected.
At the conference our group continued to grow closer. In the sea
of the 1300 participants at the
conference, our 55 red FacetoFace t-shirts told everyone how
far we had come to encounter the
Lord, The conference showcased
incredible speakers and dynamic
presentations. We were inspired,
challenged and motivated to go
deeper in our Catholic faith. Daily
mass and adoration, with youth
from near and far, was a high
point each day; it was clear that
If you want to see the Lord work Christ was at work in many lives,
in amazing ways, a simple yes including our own.
is all it takes. When FacetoFace
asked us to consider leading the Our next stop was the Sacred
bus trip this summer, we were a Heart Retreat Center where we
little apprehensive. A mechanic had the chance to see firsthand
and a dental assistant, we did not how beautifully the Sisters lived.
consider ourselves “leadership” At the center, we worked, prayed,
material. Initially it was very dif- and played with the Sisters. They
ficult to give our “yes,” but ulti- were a huge witness to everyone,
mately this “yes” would pay off a particularly to those of us who
hundredfold.
are still discerning our vocation.
When it came time to leave the
The first day of the trip was in- retreat center, the goodbye was
credibly nerve-wracking as we bittersweet. We had formed relafelt inexperienced and uncertain. tionships with the Sisters and staff
Our team, however, was very that will not be forgotten.
experienced, qualified, charming
and spirit filled. We realized very Christ continued to open our eyes
quickly, on that first night, as we to the realities of our world and
listened to brilliant conversations His action in it. As part of our
sparking up, we were not leading
a bus full of kids, but young men
and women.
As we wound our way through
the mountains of British Columbia and Washington, we really
got to know the individuals on
the trip. Many games of Ultimate
Frisbee, “BEANS”, and other activities helped to make everyone

service work, we helped out at
the Salvation Army food bank.
There we had the opportunity to
serve the poor of the area as they
came to get food for their families.
Serving the poor reminded us all
to appreciate the things that we
have and to remember that we
cannot take them for granted.
On our way home we stopped
for our last Mass. We received
the Eucharist together, one last
time, with the beautiful mountains
of British Columbia in the background. As we looked over our
group of young men and women
that we had come to know so
well, all of our initial fears seemed
so small considering what we had
gained. This final Mass reminded us of what Father Jim said,
in Trail, B.C., on our way to the
conference: “Don’t let anyone tell
you that you are the future of
the Church. You are not the future of the Church… you ARE the
Church!” If the Church lies in the
hands of these young men and
women, we are very hopeful for
what the Church will be.
Thank you to everyone who was
on the trip, for being such a blessing to us. You have made a lasting impact on our lives.

Giving is receiving
By Kara Kindrachuk,
2013 Bus Trip Chaperone

“For I know the plans I have for
you, says the LORD, plans for
welfare and not for evil, to give
you a future and a hope. Then
you will call upon me and come
and pray to me, and I will hear
you. You will seek me and find
me; when you seek me with all
your heart.” - Jeremiah 29:11-13

away from living a Christ-centered
life. After a few years of living with
Christ as just a small part of my
life, some life changes occurred
and I realized that I needed Jesus
to come back into my life and fill
the spot in my heart I was longing
to fill. I longed for the satisfaction
that I knew would only come from
a Christ-centered life.

As a teen, I knew there was more
to life than the latest fashion and
getting first place in the next sports
tournament. These things made
me feel happy in the moment, but
I was searching for something that
made me feel continually satisfied
on a deeper level. My search was
beginning to look positive when I
went on the FacetoFace bus trip
in 2007. God presented Himself
to me in a personal way and I
learned that if I invited Jesus into
my life He would fill the spot in
my heart I was looking to fill. I
worked hard at building a relation- After a firm decision to invite Jeship with Him and really focused sus back into my life for good, I
on personal reflection of my faith. felt a call to move deeper into my
faith through evangelization and
Like many teens and young adults inviting others to make the same
though, I struggled with the fact decision. A friend suggested I go
that many of my friends didn’t on the bus trip again, but this time
know Jesus like I did. Slowly I as a chaperone. What a blessed
was pulled further and further opportunity this was! As a former

participant, I knew how crucial it
was, at that time in my life, to experience God in such a personal
way. I knew that so many of these
teens would be searching for exactly the same thing that I was,
whether they knew it or not.
As a chaperone, I watched so
many lives be touched by the
Holy Spirit in the most intimate
ways. It was incredibly humbling
to witness so many hearts be
opened, and invitations to Christ
be offered. Instead of focusing
on myself, I experienced the Holy
Spirit move through each of the
participants, molding each of them
into beautiful witnesses of Christ.
Having had the opportunity to be
both a participant and a chaperone, I really can’t say that one
is better than the other. In His
perfect timing, I experienced each
opportunity during the most appropriate time to experience His
Glory in the best way. I thank God
for each experience and for presenting Himself so fully and readily to everyone, especially those
searching to fill that empty spot in
their hearts.

Kara

FACE TO FACE MINISTRIES
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Ignite: Rebuild my church
By Jon Courchene,
2013 Ignite Saskatchewan Director

Imagine a room filled with over 150 youth and young
adults willing to commit to a life of holiness that
leads to sainthood. This is what we see each year
as we run our Ignite camps in Saskatchewan and
Alberta. Ignite has become a pivotal part of FacetoFace’s ministry and vision for what could be. In my
opinion, it is one of the most effective programs that
we offer for the building up of the Church both, here
and now, and into the future.
Ignite provides an intensive, week long experience
where youth and young adults are immersed in the
teachings of our Catholic faith and challenged not
only to live them out personally, but to take them
out into the world. This year, the theme ‘Rebuild
my Church’ focused the content for our week. We
looked at the importance of deepening and strengthening our personal churches. Talks helped participants see the need for Christ in our life. The latter
part of the camp focused on building the church
around us. There were talks on getting involved in
our local Parish community, reaching out to others
with love through evangelization, and more.

one week of camp; Ignite is about an investment
in people who are being formed and set on fire to
go forward and reach others. If nothing else, these
youth will attract others to the faith by the utter joy
they radiate as they leave Ignite and return to their
homes.

We were incredibly blessed this year to have one
of our most experienced and diverse team of volunteers. The team brought a wide array of gifts from
a wide variety of backgrounds: university students,
Ignite Camp Alumni, teachers, a religious Sister,
chaplain Priests, full time missionaries, FacetoFace
staff members, and other trained professionals. The
The participants were more than enthusiastic about strand uniting our leadership was Christ. Each of
the message they were receiving all week. Follow- these volunteers came with a heart and a desire
ing Pope Francis’ example, they want to be part of to see people respond to the call to be saints. I
rebuilding the Church! What I see year after year saw that this team dynamic is an expression of the
from the participants is a hunger and thirst to en- church, the body of Christ, all unique, but all called
counter Jesus more deeply, to bring Him more fully by the same God for the building of the Kingdom.
into their daily lives, and a zeal that grows as the
week progresses.
I am filled with hope! I am renewed in zeal! We are
seeing a new generation of saints being raised up
That zeal and desire to see others experience the for the building of the Kingdom! Thank you to everyfaith in the same life giving way as they have ex- one who through their prayer and financial support
perienced is what excites me the most. I see that made these camps possible; they are an instrument
Ignite is not just about the participants and that that is igniting our young people.
8

www.f2f.ca

Touched by grace

By Jordan Florizone, 2012 & 2013 Ignite Saskatchewan Participant

I started to drift away
from my faith when I was
in grade seven. A couple
of friends and I decided
to start making funny
videos and put them on
YouTube. What started
out as some juvenile
jokes progressed, over
time, into a platform for
provocative subjects that
were entirely inappropriate. Eventually, I got caught. Unfortunately this was
only the beginning of my rebellious behaviour in
junior high.

switch in my heart. I felt as if every painful, hateful,
and angry moment I had held on to was immediately
lifted off my shoulders. I could not stop crying.

I will never let go of that feeling of God’s
love and freedom.
It was hard to leave Ignite that year, but I knew
what I was called to do. I felt the urge to go out and
evangelize. I got involved with youth ministry. I also
began to pray every morning, something I had never
done before, and never thought possible. One day I
hope to share my stories with other teenagers that
might be going through similar struggles.

I wanted to be part of the “cool crowd,” so I began
doing what they were doing: bullying other kids. My
hurtful words and actions became so normal to me
that I just didn’t even feel bad about it anymore.
Some of my friends were still attending our local
youth group during this time, so I continued to attend in order to be part of the group. To be honest
though, I really thought I didn’t need God and I
thought I should just live for “fun.”
It took a simple invitation, however, to change the
direction of my life. When I was in grade 9, after
Mass one Sunday, a girl from my youth group shared
that she would be attending a Catholic camp called
Ignite that summer. She thought that I should attend
too. My youth minister, Jon Courchene, overheard
our conversation and he also began to encourage
me to attend, with the added push of: “there will be
lots of girls there.” Well, the idea of “girls” got me,
and I applied for the camp.

I went to Ignite not knowing what to expect,
but I tell you it was the most faith-filled and
beautiful experience of my life.
My favorite part of that week was daily Adoration.
On the last night, we were allowed to come up and
touch the monstrance. At first I did not feel a thing,
I went back to my spot and as soon as my knee
hit the floor, I cried. It was as if God flicked on a

I have learned that we need to give everything to
God and let Him help lead us in the right direction. I
only wish I had done it sooner. I encourage anyone
who is struggling, like I was, don’t make the same
mistake I did. You will miss out on so much! Don’t
allow the “cool crowd” to dictate your actions. Be the
person God meant for YOU to be. I leave you with
an invitation to GO to Ignite, or to any other FacetoFace event. I guarantee that it will set your world
on fire for Christ’s love!

Jordan
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Ignite Alberta

By Amanda Hertz, 2013 Ignite Alberta Director

This summer I had the privilege
of working with FacetoFace Ministries through the Ignite summer
camps. This involved two weeks
of working with a
joyful, talented, diverse, and charismatic team in two
great locations with
over 150 amazing,
gifted, and beautiful
youth from across
Western Canada.
Each day brought
with it new opportunities to go deeper into the heart of
the Trinity through
sacraments, prayer, talks, music,
recreation, community and yes even nerf guns.

son I encounter reflects another
facet of God’s light and love to
me. Through Ignite I see that light
become even brighter. By the
time adoration happens each day all
I can do is simply
bask in the glow of
Christ’s Presence
and the fire burning in each person’s
heart. What a beautiful bonfire of God’s
Love!

marked out for us, fixing our eyes
on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.”

Together we set our eyes on
Christ and made commitments
to set aside all that would distract us from our goal: to be
among that “cloud of witnesses,” to be saints!
My personal thanks goes out to
Face to Face ministries: Ken, Jon,
the Board of Directors, benefactors, administration, families, and
volunteers. Thank you for being a
channel of God’s grace through
your yes’ to all the decisions, organization, sacrifices, and works
you do year round in order to
make these events possible.

St. Paul’s words,
in his letter to the
Romans, reflect the
kind of experience we have at
Ignite: ‘Therefore, since we are
surrounded by such a great cloud
of witnesses, let us throw off evI enjoy Ignite because through it erything that hinders and the sin I would also like to send a huge
I experience the beauty of God that so easily entangles. And let thank you to the Ignite team memin the people I meet. Each per- us run with perseverance the race bers. Thank you for all that you
did for Ignite and continue to do
for the Kingdom! Thank you to the
Igniters! You all bring such joy to
my life. Your courageous zeal for
Christ will not go unnoticed. I look
forward to seeing you all again
soon. Know that I am praying for
all of you.
And most importantly I would like
to thank God for blessing us with
the opportunity to come to know
Him and His Church through Ignite. Ignite has been operating
for seven summers ministering
to over eight hundred youth - all
through God’s merciful graces.
Thank you God! We praise and
bless you, most adored Trinity.

Thirsting
By Eunice Hii
2013 Ignite Alberta Team Member

I signed up to be involved with Ignite
with no concrete idea of what I was getting myself into. I had heard about this
‘amazing’ camp and expected just a fun
week with some great young people.
From the first day, meeting the campers and looking at the schedule for the
week ahead, I knew that Christ was inviting me to much more than a fun week
at camp.
In recent months, I had fallen into a
routine type of faith and had forgotten
my first love. Ignite was a time for me
to fall in love anew with my faith. As
Ken Yasinski, founder of Face to Face
Ministries and keynote speaker at Ignite
said on my first day at camp, “Do not
let yesterday’s experience of Jesus be
enough.”
Each day at Ignite, we were able to draw
closer to Christ through dynamic speakers, the Mass, and one full hour of Eucharistic adoration. Never before, have
I seen such a full or intense schedule
put before high-school students! Ignite
challenges young people to live in the
FULLNESS of our Catholic faith, and you
know what? Young people are ready for
this challenge and are thirsting to go
deeper. Thank you to Face to Face for
providing a place for youth to do this,
and to the campers for your ‘yes’ to
attending
this
camp and continuing to grow
in holiness and
share your faith
in your hometowns!

Life
changing
joy
By Jon Zimmer,
2013 Bus Trip Participant

This summer I had the most incredible privilege of participating
in the FacetoFace Steubenville
Bus Trip. I reluctantly admit that
I didn’t expect much when I first
boarded that bus. God, however,
was very quick to change my
mind.
The first two days of the trip I
spent meeting the people on the
bus and getting to know my surroundings. When we arrived
at the conference, my mind was blown and I realized this
was the biggest and most important week I would experience
for a very long time. The conference ignited the fire of my
faith within me that has so long been waiting for a light.

For the first time in my life,

I experienced joy in its pure form.
I was surrounded by friendship, positivity, and most importantly, God Himself. When I arrived home, the friends I was
reunited with were shocked at how much I had changed. My
joy was evident! The Steubenville conference and Bus Trip,
not meaning to be cliché, literally changed my life for the
better…permanently. Thank God for joy! Stay in the faith my
friends.

Jon

Eunice
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Going Deeper

This new article will hopefully remain a staple in the
FacetoFace Newsletter. The purpose is to give opportunities for further formation of our Catholic faith.

understanding the pope
By Matthew Nelson

After his re-version to Catholicism in 2010, Matt has developed a strong passion
for explaining and defending the Catholic faith. He has appeared as a guest on Salt
and Light TV`s Perspectives. He currently resides in Toronto with his wife, Amanda.

“Catholics worship the Pope!” A former teammate once boldly made this statement during a religious discussion on a team bus trip home from
Winnipeg. I distinctly remember his brave words, and
even more distinctly remember the hair on the back
of my neck standing on end. Although many nonCatholics are not as mislead as my teammate there
is unfortunately many people who do not understand
who the pope is and what his actual role is within the
Church. This is why it is our Catholic duty to have
an answer ready when our name is called upon to
explain our so often misunderstood faith.
Pope Benedict’s resignation last February
was a prime example of his exemplary character and
virtue. It also kick-started one of the most successful
Catholic marketing campaigns in recent times. Pop
culture mysteriously shifted into “Pope” culture, and
the “irrelevant and outdated” Catholic Church found
itself front and center on the world stage.
The apostle Matthew gives the most detailed
biblical account of how the first pope came to be
(see Matt 16:17-19). Here Jesus asks a penetrating
question to the twelve. One particular apostle answers bravely, and Jesus responds by first blessing
him, then promoting him. He also changes the apostle’s name to “Kepha”, which is Aramaic for “rock.” In
English it translates to “Peter.”
It is common to see events in the New Testament resemble (or even fulfill) events in the Old
Testament. In the Old Testament, when God gives
someone a special mission He often changes their
name (like Abram to Abraham and Jacob to Israel).
Jesus continues this trend, changing Simon’s name
to Peter. Here, I will lightly suggest, we get a glimpse
of Jesus’s personal sense of humour as he re-names
a former deep sea fisherman - “Rock.”
Peter is given “the keys” to the kingdom of
heaven, a symbol of prime teaching authority. By doing this Jesus gives Peter a share in His own royal
authority. In the days of old it was customary for a
king, during a leave of absence from his own kingdom, to appoint a representative in his place until he
returned (Is 22:22). His representative would then
12
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have the privilege of exercising the king’s authority until the king returned. Thus, the Catechism describes the Pope as the “pastor of the entire Church
[who] has full, supreme and universal power over
the universal Church” (CCC 882).
In 200 A.D. Tertullian of Carthage wrote
in his Prescription Against Heretics: “Was anything
withheld from the knowledge of Peter, who is called
‘the rock on which the Church would be built’ with
the power of ‘loosing and binding in heaven and
on earth?” This early Church father emphasizes the
special authority given by Jesus to Peter and his
successors. An important component of papal authority includes the ability to teach without error. This
occurs in very particular circumstances when by a
definitive act the pope declares a doctrine (official
Church teaching) pertaining to faith or morals (CCC
891). Contrary to popular non-Catholic belief, this is
where the pope’s gift of infallibility ends. He cannot,
for example, infallibly declare that all Christians must
cheer for the Toronto Maple Leafs - because this is
not truly a matter of faith or morals. It is simply a
matter of “good taste.”
Peter’s unique status among the apostles
within Sacred Scripture deserves special attention.
He is listed first whenever the twelve apostles are
mentioned in the Gospels (Matt. 10:1-4, Mark 3:1619, Luke 6:14-16). After His resurrection, Jesus
appears to Peter before the other apostles (1 Cor
15:5). Note also that Peter’s name appears nearly
two hundred times in the New Testament; that’s almost four times as often as the next apostle (John,
the beloved apostle!).
We must always be ready to introduce, explain and defend our faith (1 Pet 3:15). In the past
year we have witnessed many people take a renewed
interest in the Catholic Church and its charismatic
leader, Pope Francis. Because of this renewed interest, our understanding of “what Catholics believe”
remains a serious obligation for us. Why? Because
with renewed interest comes renewed curiosity. And
with renewed curiosity comes new questions. Are
you prepared to give an answer?

india mission
2013

The FacetoFace India Mission
is well underway! The seven
young ladies (below) left Canada
on October 14 for eight weeks in
Kolkata.

“As we were walking one day, “Sometimes I feel like my
amidst the goats and speeding heart might burst with joy.
mopeds and beggars, I saw a lit- It’s in those little moments of them
tle boy popping bubble wrap, and keeled over laughing at each othI realized we’re really all the er or smiling when you say their
same” - Oct 21 Blog
name & hold their hand, that I can
After a few days of coming to
terms with the culture shock and “I’m learning the most im- so clearly see & feel the presence
adjusting to their new surround- portant thing is to be pres- of God.” - Oct 30 Blog
ings, the blogs starting stream- ent and allow God to love
ing in; these stories and reflec- these women through me. It We invite you to participate in the
tions are right from the heart of is such a joyous mystery why a India Mission by praying for the
these amazing missionaries. God simple smile, touch, or song can team, reading their blogs, and reis already doing incredible things. cause them to break into such joicing in the many blessings.
Here are some examples:
amazing smiles!” - Oct 25 Blog
www.f2f.ca/F2F-Blog/Latest

Kathleen
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