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Face to Face news
BuS TrIP 2015
Please keep the youth participants and chaperone team 
on the 2015 Bus Trip in your prayers as they travel to 
Spokane, WA, from July 28 to August 5. 

NEW VAN
FacetoFace ministries is driving a reliable and profes-
sional vehicle again. many thanks to the generous dona-
tion of an anonymous couple, and the expert workman-
ship of Colin Trudel! Without the help of both of you our 
new-to-us van would still be a dream.

 

CONGrATS
Congratulations to Jon & Déneige Courchene on the birth 
of their second son Sébastien Gerard Joseph Courchene.
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If you want to know the importance of a mother’s 
prayers just ask St. Augustine. He, like all of us, 
was searching for authentic happiness, just in the 
wrong places. It was through his mother persever-
ing in prayer and the help of St. Ambrose that St. 
Augustine’s heart finally came to rest in Christ. 
We, like St. Augustine, have a mother, our spiri-
tual mother Mary, who is praying for us. At Face-
toFace we believe this is doubly true.  

All the saints in heaven, including Mary, are con-
stantly interceding before the Father on our behalf.  
But in the case of FacetoFace Ministries, we go 
out of our way to ask for the intercession of our 
spiritual mother.  As a ministry we have recently 
chosen Mary, Our Lady Star of the New Evange-
lization, as our patroness.  Though the title is a 
recent addition, Mary’s role within FacetoFace has 
been evident since the beginning of our retreats.  
Every time we hit the road for events we begin 
with a rosary for the grace of conversion, for the 
participants and ourselves. During the events, ask-
ing Mary’s intercession is very common practice 
as well.

WHy Our LADy STAr OF THE NEW 
EVANGELIzATION? For 3 simple reasons. 

1. Our Lady Star of the New Evangelization is 
an extension of Our Lady of Guadeloupe, 

who has been helping bring about major conver-
sions for almost 500 years in the Americas. Simply 
stated, we see the power of her prayers.  

2. She is closely connected with the Holy Spirit 
who we rely on within FacetoFace. “She so 

profoundly submitted herself to the overshadowing 
of the Holy Spirit that she conceived the Word, 
carried Him inside her and revealed Him to the 

world. She is our first and best example of what it means 
to be docile to the Holy Spirit – the ‘principal agent of 
evangelization’” (Evangelii nuntiandi, 75) 

3.           Our Lady Star of the New Evangelization is a witness 
to the power of the beauty of God.  We celebrate 

liturgy beautifully, and build beautiful Churches, and make 
beautiful music, and art, and poetry, in order to capture 
the hearts and imaginations of the world, as Our Lady cap-
tured the heart and imagination of St. Juan Diego.  Pope 
Francis says “the Church evangelizes, and is evangelized, 
through beauty.”  Our Lady reminds us of that.

In the words of St. John Paul II, “We ought to remember 
and be grateful for the role which the Virgin Mary has 
played in the evangelization of our continent.  She shows 
us Christ and leads us to him.  She, the Mother of Jesus, 
has truly been the Star of Evangelization, which proceeds 
and accompanies her children in the pilgrimage of faith 
and hope.” (Message to the Marian Congress in Venezu-
ela, May 13, 1992).

Our Lady Star of the New Evangelization, Pray for us!

By JON COurCHENE, 
FACeTOFACe exeCuTIve DIreCTOr

M a r y 
       our

Model

Face to Face news



A NEW KIND OF SUMMER
Ignite 2015 is rolling in, and we are very excited 
about what God has in store for this summer! 
What is Ignite? 
Ignite is a six day summer camp for teens ages 14 
and up. At Ignite young people get the opportunities 
to encounter Christ, grow in holiness, connect with 
other faith filled youth, and embrace the challenge 
of Saint John Paul II: “If you are who you should be 
you will set the world ablaze with Christ’s love.”  Ig-
nite is a powerful event, bringing together over 200 
participants from Western Canada each summer. We 
are excited to announce our expansion to the Prince 
George Diocese of British Columbia.
What can you expect at this year’s Ignite? 
A personal experience with the amazing love of God, 
who gives life to each of us in abundant ways. This 
year we are going to dive into and explore how God 
wishes to fill our hearts to overflowing with hope, joy, 
peace, and so much more! 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace 
in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. (Romans 15:13) 

We have great expectations for what God is going to 
do this summer. We are so excited about the Ignite 
camps!
young Adult Team Members: 
right now we are recruiting for a dynamic team of 
young adults who are ready to lead youth deeper into 
the joy of the Gospel.
Interested? 
Come and find out more about the overflowing love 
of God! You have nothing to lose and everything to 
gain! 
To those who have come before – we’re excited to 
see you again! Let’s go deeper into the heart of God 
together. 
Ignite will change your life. If you don’t believe 
us, come and try it for yourself. 

See you all there!  

Amanda Hertz | amanda.hertz@f2f.ca | 306-717-0085
vanessa Wilson | vanessa.wilson@f2f.ca | 403-894-1995

www.f2f.ca/ignite
Instagram account: @ignitecampofficial 

#ignite2015

#anewkindofsummer
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I first met the FacetoFace team in 
February 2012. every winter, our 
diocese holds a retreat for youth in 
grades 7 through 12 on beautiful 
Quadra Island, and we’ve been lucky 
enough to have FacetoFace min-
istries with us for every year since 
then. These events really helped me 
to approach my faith in a more ma-
ture way. 

I’m a very passionate person, and 
when I get excited about something, 

I get reALLY excited about it! I han-
dled my faith in the same way! After 
a retreat or an exciting youth group, 
I would be all pumped for Jesus for 
oh, 2 or 3 weeks, but then it was 
gone again. I would struggle with 
the thought that it was my fault for 
not praying enough or not being holy 
enough.  Without the excitement and 
passion, I didn’t have the motivation 
I thought I needed. 

However, one of the FacetoFace 

sessions changed all that. I was 
taught that faith isn’t just something 
that you can base on your feelings, 
and that can flow up and down as 
your mood changes.  Faith needs to 
be based on truth, on understand-
ing real events and miracles that we 
can turn to at any time in our life, 
and that we know are true. This is 
why the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church is so important to our faith. 
At any time, we can clearly see and 
state what we believe and why we 
believe it. It unites us, and allows us 
to be a strong and powerful force in 
the world. 

Now, I feel like my faith is grow-
ing stronger and stronger the more I 
study. When we can rely on the truth 
to be constant, we don’t have to be 
afraid that things will slip away from 
us.  mother Teresa felt like she was 
apart from God for several decades, 
and yet she still had the strength to 
believe and to do amazing things! 
She saw what she was doing was 
good, and trusted that if she did as 
Jesus did, she would be rewarded.

Lord, thank you for the gift of our 
intellect, which allows us to discover 
and cherish all the beautiful aspects 
of your life and your Church. Help us 
to always be excited and filled with 
passion to serve you, as FacetoFace 
has exemplified for me. Amen. 

By NATHANIEL 
WyNANS

Building 
on a Firm
foundation



at St. Luke this year, but this 
was the best!’
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By Michael Smith, Principal at St. Luke Catholic School

Thanks to the financial support of 
the reAL Foundation and the or-
ganizing expertise of our elk Island 
Catholic School District’s religious 
education Consultant, the stu-
dents and staff of St. Luke Catholic 
School were treated to the incred-
ible energy of the team from Face-
toFace ministries.  In January of 
this year, when it was too cold to 
venture outside for recess, Jon and 
ryan warmed all of us from the 
heart outwards, by sharing with us 
their absolute ‘Joy of the Gospel’ 
and love of Jesus Christ.  

From the moment our students en-
tered the gym, Jon and ryan had 
them in the palm of their hands.  
Students from grades 1-8 were 
enthusiastic participants for the re-
mainder of the day.  even when 

students were back in class, they 
kept asking their teachers when 
they would get to go back with the 
FacetoFace team.

The day had an impact on all who 
were fortunate to have the expe-
rience.  Students who had been 
reluctant to take a leadership role 
were jumping up to participate in 
front of the school family. even 
grade 1 students captured their 
thoughts on paper (seen in the pic-
ture to the right).  

I was pleased to report the day’s 
events that evening to our School 
Council.  Several of them had the 
following to say:

“We are new here this year, 
and my son in grade 4 said, 
‘I have had many great days 

A Lasting 
Impact
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“my daughter was so excited 
she had me looking at their 
website.”

“My junior high son, who usu-
ally doesn’t go for this kind of 
stuff, came home and raved 
about the experience.”

Just last week I had an occasion to 
have about 20 minutes of uninter-
rupted time with my grade 8’s. Af-
ter almost 3 months, I asked them 
if they were still affected by their 
experience with FacetoFace.  Their 
collective response was; 

“It was amazing.  We were 
able to experience the joy of 
God’s love in very creative 
ways.  They showed us that 
religion can be fun.”

You may ask; how has the teach-
ing staff been affected?  We have 
come up with a plan to budget the 
funds needed to have the group 
back again next year.  As Sr. Claire 

Fitzgerald has told us on a num-
ber of occasions, “Show me where 
your school/school district spends 
its money, and I will show you what 
is important to you.”

To book a FacetoFace School retreat email: schoolretreats@f2f.ca

A Lasting Impact
by Michael Smith



new Evangelization Summit
 Our Primary Funct ion

The New Evangelization Summit took place on April 25 & 26, 
2015, in Ottawa, ON, and was live video streamed to twenty 
locations across North America. 

The two day international event called the New evan-
gelization Summit (NeS) reached out to just over 130 
gathered at the satellite location in Saskatoon in its first 
year.  eight professional speakers delivered inspirational, 
practical, and strategic talks, from the historical and bibli-
cal roots of evangelization, our call to be saints, the role 
within the media, and the fundamental aspects of suc-
cessful working models within parishes.
many left with a rejuvenation of hope, enthusiasm, direc-
tion and joy.  upon leaving the conference most would 
agree that it is necessary for all of us to evangelize.  Like 
Father James mallon generally stated: we as parishioners 
in North America think that catechizing people through 
sacramental preparation for marriage, confirmation, etc. 

will result in them participating more fully in the parish, 
but that isn’t the most effective first step.  He went on 
to say that the first mode should be to evangelize – to 
foster an encounter and a love for Christ & His Church.  
A parish seeking to seriously evangelize, rather than be 
in maintenance mode, as he says, will result in a parish 
that is more fully alive and prosperous.  Once that has 
been achieved through discipleship, the individual can 
continue to learn more through the catechizing process.  

We at FacetoFace ministries left empowered since our 
primary function and mission is to evangelize.  Several 
speakers at NeS reflected on the current state of most 
of our parish communities, but also the great possibili-
ties that lay ahead once certain plans are implemented.  
What an exciting journey that lies ahead as we reach 
out to the many souls thirsting for something more – the 
fullness of the Catholic Faith!

By DAN BruLE, FacetoFace Ministries, Director of Stewardship and Finances
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one body,
   many parts

New Evangelization Summit 2015, Saskatoon, SK, Host Site

Having the opportunity to collaborate 
with ministries such as FacetoFace 
and the Diocese of Saskatoon was 
certainly one of the highlights of my 
weekend at the New evangeliza-
tion Summit. Although the Lord has 
called us to serve in different ways in 
Western Canada, it is clear that our 
missions are complimentary and that 
the Lord has asked us to support the 
work that the others are doing. 

This event was a small example of 
the fruitfulness that God can bring 
when we all humbly desire to do 
our part in His plan. After all, we 
as a Church really are one body, 
and Christ is our head. The New 
evangelization isn’t just for certain 
individuals, select churches, or mis-
sionary organizations; it is something 
God has called all of us to share in, 
and working together to host the New 

evangelization Summit was a beauti-
ful expression of how all the mem-
bers of Christ’s body, the Church, 
work together to accomplish His mis-
sion on earth. We knew the speak-
ers and presenters would be inspir-
ing (and they were!), but what snuck 
up on me was just how blessed I 
was to work alongside the talented 
and passionate team members who 
made this event possible, and to re-
alize that we really are all working 
towards the same goals and striv-
ing for the same end: to be united 
to God forever and bring as many 
people along as possible!

Thank you FacetoFace ministries for 
giving us an opportunity to share our 
gifts with you, and for inviting us to 
be a part of this event.  We’re already 
looking forward to next year!

What a privilege to be able to serve 
at the first annual New evangeliza-
tion Summit! St. Therese Institute 
was proud to work alongside Face-
toFace ministries and the Diocese of 
Saskatoon to coordinate this one of a 
kind event. The New evangelization 
Summit was a great opportunity for 
people of all ages from across the 
Diocese of Saskatoon to be equipped 
and inspired to carry out the mission 
of evangelization wherever they are, 
as well as be given them the chance 
to connect with other Catholics in the 
area also seeking to spread the Good 
News and introduce people to a rela-
tionship with Jesus. Not only were all 
those in attendance connected with 
the broader Church across North 
America, but we also had a chance 
to meet with people in our own re-
gion who are working in the mission 
field of Saskatchewan and beyond.

By CHrIS O`HArA, St. Therese Institute of Faith and Mission



1. MAry IS JESuS’ 
MOTHEr AND OurS. 

recall when Jesus looks down upon 
John the beloved apostle, who is 
standing with mary, and says, “Here 
is your mother” (Jn 19:27).  He 
was speaking directly to John, and 
directly to the Church through the 
ages. Since that moment the Cath-
olic Church has always understood 
that Jesus has given us His mother 
so that we too might be under her 
protection, guidance and interces-
sion. That moment of adoption at the 
cross was climactic, which St. John 
captures in the next verse, “After 
this...Jesus knew that all was now 
finished” (Jn 19:28).

2. MAry IS Our MOST 
POWErFuL INTErCESSOr. 

This is why St. Louis de montfort 
summoned all aspiring saints to con-
secrate themselves to Jesus through 
mary. It is a shame more Christians 
have not turned to mary for her per-
petual help. God has not abandoned 
us in our pursuit of Christ-like holi-
ness. He has given us His mother 
to help us become the saints we are 
meant to be. Fr. michael Gaitley, au-
thor of ‘33 Days To morning Glory,’ 
has reminded us that “according to 
St. Louis, total consecration to mary 
is the quickest, easiest, surest way to 
holiness.” Indeed, Jesus who is the 
“one mediator between God and man” 
(1 Tim 2:5), shares His mediator-
ship with the whole Church. We can 
“go straight to God” with our prayers 
(and we should), but we can also go 
to our brothers and sisters in Christ, 
and pray for one another as St. Paul 
writes (1 Tim 2:1-3). Above all, how-
ever, we should keep the mother of 

God involved in our personal lives 
as our foremost ‘prayer warrior.’ No 
person serious about sainthood can 
ignore mary’s desire (and God-given 
power) to pray for our needs. 

3. MAry IS Our 
PErFECT MODEL. 

Since her conception, mary has been 
a saint. By a singular act of God at 
the moment she was conceived, mary 
was rendered free of all sin and per-
fected by grace. For the rest of her 
life she would remain pure from all 
sin, original and personal, because 
of this special “advance” of the grace 
won for her (and all of humanity) by 
Christ’s death and resurrection (Lk 
1:47). This fullness of grace is evi-
dent by the angel Gabriel’s greeting, 
“Hail, full of grace” (Lk 1:28). No-
where else in the Bible is any other 
human greeted by an angel in such 
a way - by an honorable title. This 
is why mary “was greatly troubled at 
the saying, and considered in her 
mind what sort of greeting this might 
be” (Lk 1:29). If an archangel of God 
greets her in such a way, how much 
more should we as her children?

4. MAry IS THE 
‘QuEEN MOTHEr’.  

King David and all of his successors 
had one very unique (and important) 
thing in common: a Queen mother. 

         BY mATTHeW NeLSON
After his re-version to Catholicism in 2010, matt has developed a strong passion for 
explaining and defending the Catholic faith. He resides in Shaunavon, SK with his 
wife and daughter.  matt is a speaker for FacetoFace ministries, and an avid blogger.

going Deeper
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Instead of naming their wife (or one 
of their wives) as the ‘first lady’ of 
the kingdom, the kings would place 
their mother at the right hand of the 
royal throne. read 1 Kings 2:19. In 
this scene, Bathsheba approaches 
her son, King Solomon, to request a 
favor. King Solomon rises, bows to 
her and seats her at his right hand. 
Although her authority does not sur-
pass that of the king, it is great in its 
effect. For example, in 1 Kings 1-2, 
the king shows his primacy by grant-
ing one request but denying another. 
The Queen mother has honor and in-
fluence with the king, but the king re-
mains the final authority - and this is 
what Catholics believe about Jesus, 
the King of Kings, and His mother 
mary who He has “crowned with 
twelve stars” and made the Queen of 
Heaven (rev 12:1). The point is this: 
mary is the mother of God because 
she is the mother of Jesus, the fi-
nal Davidic King, and since Jesus is 
eternally one divine person - before 
time and in time for all ages - mary, 
who conceived, bore and raised Je-
sus, can be called nothing less than 
the mother of God (as the Councils 
of ephesus and Chalcedon declared 
in the 5th century). Like all the saints 
and angels who continually intercede 
for us in heaven (rev 5:8; 8:3-4), so 
also does mary, for she is the mother 
of God and Queen of Heaven.

four Reasons why Mary is ‘Blessed among Women’



My GIFT TO FACETOFACE MINISTrIES
Name:________________________________ Phone:______________ Email:____________________

Address:____________________________________________________________________________

    (Street/Box No.)   (City/Town)                       (Prov.) (Postal Code)

r I Want to Make an Ongoing Monthly Gift
r$200  r$100  r$50   r$25 r$10  
rOther ______
I hereby authorize FacetoFace Ministries to arrange automatic 
monthly withdrawals from my bank account or charge my credit 
card monthly on the r1st or r16th of each month commencing 
____________(indicate month). 

_____________________________ ____________
 (Signature of Donor)        (Date)
* Please contact us if you change bank or card information or 

wish to discontinue your donation.
Credit Card          
r Visa        r Mastercard          
Card # _ _ _ _ / _ _ _ _ / _ _ _ _ / _ _ _ _
Expiry Date  _ _ /_ _

 Bank Account
r Pre-Authorized  
           Withdrawals

*Please include a 
cheque marked “VOID”

r I Want to Make
        a One-Time Gift
 r$5000    r$2500
 r$1000    r$500
 r$250      r$100
 r$50 
 rOther  $________

Please mail this card to:

FacetoFace Ministries
PO Box 39089
RPO Lakewood
Saskatoon, SK S7V 0A9

Make cheques payable to:
FacetoFace Ministries

Help proclaim Christ by making a donation

BY CHLOe FOx, age 14 

my family and I heard about Ignite 
through some friends and we decid-
ed to check it out.  I had never been 
on a FacetoFace retreat, so I had 
no idea what to expect.  Around that 
time I was searching in my heart to 
experience God’s love and to really 
feel his presence in my life.  So after 
doing a bit of research about the Ig-
nite camp, God planted a seed in my 
heart and it made me excited to go!  
I had no idea that God would show 
me not only his love and presence, 
but also shower me with so many 
other blessings! 

right away I felt welcomed by every-
one there as soon as I got dropped 
off at camp!  During that week, all of 
us teens came closer together and 
learned to appreciate each other and 

really have fun together.  even talk-
ing with them, I could feel the Holy 
Spirit working through each of us to 
reach out and be a blessing to ev-
eryone. eucharistic Adoration was 

Filled with
gRatitudE

another one of the awesome experi-
ences offered at camp during which 
I came to truly feel God’s presence 
surround me and really strengthen 
my relationship with Jesus.

I also had a precious experience in 
the chapel one day during free time.  
That day in particular I was really 
struggling with who I was and my 
capability to love, but also how to let 
others love me.  I really felt God call-
ing me to come sit in his presence in 
the chapel, so I sat down in front of 
the Crucifix.  As I was gazing upon 
Jesus on the cross, I could feel God 
pouring His love into my heart, and 
Jesus and mary wrapping their arms 
around me.  In that moment I felt so 
loved and cherished by my Heavenly 
Father and I knew that I could open 
my heart up to love and be open to 
spreading God’s love and joy to ev-
eryone around me!

I am so grateful for the chance to 
go to Ignite and I thank God for the 
amazing experience He had planned 
for me! 

I can’t wait for Ignite Alberta 2015!



 Contact us
Programs: Jon Courchene - 306-381-7789 or jon.courchene@f2f.ca 

Stewardship & Finances: Dan Brule - 306-371-2275 or dan.brule@f2f.ca

    FacetoFace ministries
    PO Box 39089 rPO Lakewood
    Saskatoon, SK S7v 0A9

Return undeliverable mail to:
 FacetoFace Ministries
 PO Box 39089 RPO Lakewood 
 Saskatoon, SK S7V 0A9
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 upcoming 2015 Summer Events
July 1 - 5:  FAMILy LIFE CONFErENCE, Lac St. Anne, AB  
   www.catholicfamilyministries.com

July 19 - 24:  IGNITE SASkATCHEWAN, St. Therese, Bruno, SK

July 28 - Aug 5:  BuS TrIP, leaving from Saskatoon, SK

Aug 16 - 21:  IGNITE BrITISH COLuMBIA,       
   Camp morice, in the Diocese of Prince George, BC

Aug 23 - 28:   IGNITE ALBErTA, Camp St. Louis, near Bonnyville, AB

    Go to www.f2f.ca for more details and to register!

41734518


